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Mailer, Norman The Deer Park like the 1955 version James Branch Cabell’s 
Putnam. Oct. 375p. $4.00. decadent Poictesme, unhappy combination Las 


Sergius O’Shaughnessy wins the eve his Vegas, Palm Springs and Tia Juana, peopled the 

discharge from the Air Force, and with “no place unreal folk who Hollywood lore. 

family visit,” down Desert Desert D’Or is, course, the Deer Park the title, 

the desert gold, “two hundred miles from the taken from the chronicles Mouffle D’Angerville’s 
capital cinema chose call Desert D’Or life Louis Deer Park, that gorge 
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172 Mailer Golden Castle 


innocence and virtue which were engulfed 
many victims who when they returned 
brought with them depravity, debauchery and all the 
vices they naturally acquired from the infamous 
cials such place.” with the Deer Park Louis 
XV, Desert D’Or specialized supplying stimulus 
the jaded passions the movie sultans and everyone 
was paid “for their submission, for their discretion, and 
still more for their being eventually despised.” The 
Deer Park just such novel submission discre- 
tion and being despised. 


O’Shaughnessy, the narrator, has reduced his enthusi- 
asm for life the point where even physically 
impotent. For some reason (“who can explain friend- 
ship?”), becomes fast friends with another impo- 
tent, Charles Francis Eitel, ex-producer-director-script- 
writer. Eitel, who once double-talked Congressional 
investigating committee into the most meaningless bal- 
derdash, now out favor with Herman Teppis, 
owner Supreme Pictures. black-balled lodge 
brother, Hollywood leper who must give warning 
his approach all who tremble the verge being 
despised. Like all ex-men, Eitel working script 
for “the come-back,” but his impotence proves 
also intellectual. When Eitel ties with Elena Es- 
posio and O’Shaughnessy gentled Lulu, both im- 
potents surge back life. restored favor, 
testifies meekly, and gets back making movies which 
prove can never the artist dreamed himself. 
O’Shaughnessy realizes the need engaged living 
once Lulu has re-introduced him existence. This 
experience considerably broadens O’Shaughnessy’s 
range thought. goes deeply into the meaning 
man and the universe that comes amazed 
Adam discovering new use for fig leaves. 
blasphemous dialogue with God (the oldest philoso- 
pher), told that should “Rather think Sex 
Time, and Time the connection new circuits.” 
This the insight, this the vision that makes “part 
the poor odd dialogues which give hope noble 
humans for more than one night.” 


There are characters and “characters” the book. Col- 
lie Munshin, the chameleon producer; Nelson Nevins, 
the gloater; Marion Faye, the pimp; Dorothea O’Faye, 
his mother, entertaining home appropriately called 
The Hangover. The sub-plots involve Herman Teppis 
marrying off Lulu Teddy Pope, glamor boy; and 
Teppis’ frustration when finds she has already mar- 
ried Tony Tanner, also glamor boy. Then Lulu’s star 
begins wane Herman fans the fire Tony’s 
waxing glory. 

The novel not entirely without merit. Sometimes the 
flickers excellence light ten twelve pages and 
for moment there immediacy contact with 
experience value. Hollywood talk tinkles superfici- 
ally throughout the Dramatis Personae all read 
their lines carpets broken crystal. touch 
awareness comes too, the dismal sadness conveyed 
Eitel’s failure enjoy Bobby rather shopworn 
starlet, eager please. The phoney soul Herman 
Teppis bares itself with the revolting clarity sea- 
sick-green light. The Deer Park ranks far superior the 
surface trivia Barbary Coast; but still long 
remote planetary distance from the human awareness 
The Naked and the Dead. Perhaps the next novel 


will continue the growth out aridity. This one reeks 
too much Gide’s “Please not understand too 
quickly.” This phrase, placed facing page one, chapter 
one, what Manes Sperber would call silly and 
pathetic attempt self-consolation.” 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Golden, William Lord the Flies 
Coward-McCann. Oct. 13,1955. 243p. $3.50. 


This novel could have been exciting adventure story, 
had concentrated the adventure and excitement 
which befell group genteel boys, some them 
quite little, who find themselves marooned un- 
inhabited island. could also have been arresting 
modern parable, had not been belabored with 
crypto-analysis democracy. is, and the jacket 
blurb promises, the Flies disturbing book,” 
but this reviewer cannot agree further with the blurb 
that “an unforgettable reading 
stead disappointing book because presents 
inadequate treatment its basic situation. 


There discerned the evolution the sort 
society, which there are adults, that these boys 
develop, parallel perhaps applicable all society. 
The primitive emotions humanity assert themselves; 
unselfishness yields selfishness, innate wisdom 
cunning, kindness cruelty, and right might. The 
experiences which these boys endure, trying 
guard themselves from the menace the jungle while 
they forage for food, allay their fears the unknown, 
and attempt protect their less hardy and responsible 
fellows from the dangers which lurk their communal 
living, are plausible but hardly convincing. The boys 
are shown not much living this type life but 
puppets manipulated the author. 


The reader told what they and what they think; 
rarely shown their actual behavior their actual 
thinking. other words, the narrative impeded 
Mr. Golden’s detached appraisal their plight. All 
the elements that might have made this yarn appealing, 
are thrust aside while the author explains something. 
The explanation would have been far more graphic 
and far more effective, the story had concentrated 
the adventure and daring and allowed these exploits 
explain themselves. consequence the 
ters are dimly limned, such Ralph, Piggy and Jack 
who represent the extremes and the desirable medium 
that could realized such society. Nor the 
jungle environment made immediate either. de- 
scribed but its impact upon the boys never stark 
should have been. word, Lord the Flies 
attempted too much and achieved too little. 


Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 


Castle, Marian Roxanna 


Morrow. Oct. 344p. $3.95. 
Roxana light fare for the easily satisfied romantic, 
happily-ever-after stories. Forewarned, the reader will 
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find this novel slightly better than the average its 
type, due mainly the author’s ability sketch color- 
fully period American pioneering not too long past. 


Our heroine favorite one—an inexperienced, am- 
bitious and beautiful sixteen-year-old orphaned 
strange town. The stranded Roxana finds herself 
Colorado, circa 1880, and runs the gamut 
between its life greedy glitter and somber hardship. 
Roxana’s father and mother both died victims the 
fever. Their daughter’s fever 
nature, burning desire actress. But 
she has her younger sister Avis consider and the 
road success impeded many times her own 
standards decency and loyalty. 


job wardrobe mistress introduces her traveling 
“opera” company, whose cast she later joins. She 
befriended and tutored Mrs. Marlowe, elderly char- 
acter actress, and Monty, the former Shakespearian 
star. Roxana attracts such suitors Rob Evans, the 
dry goods clerk; Grover Hill, the mining magnate; and 
Professor Jay, traveling magician. The last she joins 
carnival tent show venture. 


convenient but unhappy marriage teaches Roxy 
much about security and misplaced values. But our 
Miss Alger steadfast the last page and finds true 
happiness eventual return her twin loves, the 
stage and the obviously Mr. Right. Virtue triumphs 
overpoweringly and sin righteously trodden be- 
neath the fair heroine’s high-button-shoes, that this 
critic can only murmur the story’s flimsiness and lack 
real conflict, and weakly decline recommend 
good reading. 


Holt, Isabella Midpoint 


Bobbs-Merrill. Oct. 5,1955. 315p. $3.75. 

Midpoint, novel built around the crisis its heroine’s 
frank and penetrating commentary the 
1920’s, the mad decade American social life. The 
scene Meridian, midwestern city where Althea 
Sutton has spent her life. Her personal appraisal 
she approaches her 31st birthday also requires revalua- 
tion the Adams Avenue, upper crust, social strata 
which she moves. 

interesting device looking back and analyzing the 
imprint the various persons Althea’s life brings 
the final engraving her own character into sharp 
telief. also provides suspense and good narrative 
pace, while revealing the author excellent de- 
lineator character. 

Althea’s childhood bears the indelible mark Stephen, 
her cultured and lovable father, and holds many fond 
memories summer vacations Carroway Farm. She 
and her sister Frankie grew “those beautiful 
Sutton girls,” whose debuts were magnificent soirées, 
even the exacting standards their own coterie. 
Althea was serious, literary, goddess many ad- 
while Frankie, forgiven her escapades because 
her youth and name, led gayer group restless 

After Stephen died, Frankie married Althea’s most 
faithful suitor. unprepared goddess had step 
down from her pedestal cope with helpless mother 
amid the financial crash Dependence upon the 


Holt Lofts Taylor 


family matriarch forces her into stifling but genteel 
striving maintain standards which are rapidly chang- 
ing. Not dutiful Frankie’s escape from marriage 
and Meridian’s censure. 


Frankie’s return Meridian precipitates the crisis 
which resolved when Althea throws off restraint and 
chooses the right turning. will take the discrimi- 
nating reader surmount the dubious justification 
virtue for virtue’s sake this book with its doleful 
absence moral consideration. However, anyone who 
lived through the mad decade will enjoy this back- 
ward glance pleasantly told. 


Kathleen Enzler, 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Lofts, Norah Winter Harvest 
Doubleday. Oct. 347p. $3.00. 


This imaginary version first trip over new 
route California during the opening the West 
during the last century. The authoress introduces 
company about dozen strangers, who meet 
chance Fort Mason the old road, and decide 
take chance untried route, said shorter. 
Separate chapters then give the previous life history 
every person involved. Then when are well over 
halfway through the book, the journey begins. 
course harrowing experience—not all what they 
hoped. Before getting California, some are reduced 
less than human condition; others succumb the 


hardship. 


The authoress, professional novelist who resides 
England, has put together competent piece writing, 
nothing more. One feels she does not have first hand 
experience the things she writes about. Her realism 
seems carefully made up. Some and some pass- 
ing remarks she makes the subject human destiny, 
God, religion, and philosophy place the work the 
partly objectionable category. Altogether, un- 


important piece. 
Dom Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 
Washington, 


Taylor, David Farewell Valley Forge 
Lippincott. Oct. 378p. $3.75. 

Farewell Valley Forge action-packed historical 
novel the American Revolution, covering the period 
from mid-May, 1778, the battle 
June 28th the same year. These were the hectic 
days when the Army the Revoluticn badly needed 
victory over the British Army the field impress 
the French and restore morale home. Exact infor- 
mation British plans were vital; so, Captain Jonathan 
Kimball doffs his uniform act servant the 
home Philadelphia patriot. There, with the help 
the spirited daughter the household, Kimball 
able obtain the information that enables LaFayette 
escape British trap Barren Hill; and, even more 
important, the place rendezvous Jersey the 
British fleet and army. This last information encour- 
ages Washington set trap for the British Army 
Monmouth. How the traitorous General Charles Lee 
almost ruined the plan and how saved the 
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day with perfect teamwork from his loyal generals pro- 
vides the author with the opportunity exploiting his 
uncanny ability clearly and exactly describe what 
happened that you feel “you were there.” 


This novel recommended for all who want know 
more about this phase the American Revolution and 
who not mind having romance play secondary role 


real history. 
William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 


Graves, Ralph The Lost Eagles 


Knopf. Sept. 26,1955. 392p. $3.95. 

The action this novel takes place during the closing 
years Augustus and the beginning the reign 
Tiberius. The story centered around the destruction 
Quintilius Varus’ three legions A.D. the 
Cherusci, Germanic tribe—the so-called “Clades 
Variana” reported Suetonius and Dio. The “eagles” 
the title refer, course, the standard the 
Roman legion, the numen legionis, the loss which 
was considered the greatest disgrace. 


Severus Varus, younger cousin the ill-fated Quin- 
tilius and hero the story, dedicates his life the 
recovery the three lost eagles. sets about his 
task quite systematically, learning not only one the 
Germanic dialects, but also their strange methods 
fighting. Subsequently becomes tribune Ger- 
manicus’ forces and that capacity recovers two 
the eagles. The third, however, proves the most 
cult. Only after posing deserter from the Roman 
army and becoming member Germanic tribe, 
does finally manage recapture the trophy and 
escape, bird hand, Rome. 

The story itself quite absorbing; but will 
ally interesting those who recall the adventures the 
Roman armies under Julius Caesar Germania, 
well those few remaining devotees Classical An- 
tiquity. The authenticity the background both 
Roman and Germanic gives evidence much study 
and research. For this reason should like have 
recommended this work light background reading 
for the high school student Caesar. But, unfortu- 
nately, A.D. Rome was well her way be- 
coming the Babylon that Juvenal was lampoon 
century later. Since this aspect Rome presented 
very graphic manner, should recommend the 
book for adult reading only. 


Francis Witty, 

Catholic University America 
Library 

Washington, 


West, Anthony Heritage 


Random House. Oct. 10,1955. 309p. $3.75. 
According its dust jacket, this novel “the story 
unhappy and illegitimate child who grew 
verry happy man.” This was due least part, the 
blurb implies, his being denied normal childhood. 
For, Richard Savage was passed back and forth between 
his artistic parents the spirit (and was usually 


Graves West —J. West 
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perverse one) moved them. often not the 
change was the result desire the part one 
them encumber and annoy the other. the end 
the novel young Richard realizes how very lucky has 
been, for “he’d been given the privilege seeing into 
the minds two genuises: people large enough spirit 
forgiven anything, lovable for their faults 
their virtues. And their faults, when came 
understand them, were not very grave—matter for 
laughter rather than for tears—the merest trifles when 
set against their abundant, creative vitality.” The 
geniuses Richard lucky enough have parents are 
Max Town, renowned author over fifty novels and 
soon declared Grand Old Man English letters, 
and Naomi Savage, superb player Cleopatra 
peare’s not Shaw’s) and later temporary mistress 
Marshwocd, fine British estate. Their not very grave 
faults, the mere trifles for which they are 
easily forgiven, include callous promiscuity the 
part Max and utter disregard for the truth 
Naomi. 

Yet Richard Savage does manage reach manhood 
seemingly unstunted the constantly shifting locale 
and atmosphere his bringing-up. matter 
fact, the end the novel assured good 
future, for guaranteed steady income through 
endownment his natural father, and has also 
been made sole heir Marshwood his mother’s 
present husband. And seems understand and ac- 
cept his parents problems which more than this 
viewer can do. For Anthony West’s “geniuses” are 
indeed shallow people. They are artistic and they are 
vital, but both fail ever consider the over-the-head 
depths into which their art and vitality get them and 
those with whom they associate. There never 
moment concern anyone but Max and 
perhaps fortunate that these two represent genius 
only Mr. West, for were they typical great author 
and supreme actress then literature and the theatre 
might very well for bad times. 


And all this unfortunate, for there much delight- 
ful writing the novel. Noteworthy especially 
fine scene which four visiting Japanese men 
ters overimbibe sherry they await Max Town 
present him with gifts. also the author’s credit 
that does not pander modern tastes; there are 
purple passages where there might very easily have 
been. But, alas, this essentially unsuccessful 
novel; its two main characters fail come off. Anth- 
ony West has great talent for words, but much 
that talent wasted here. 

Matthew O’Rourke, 

Department English, 

University Scranton 


West, Jessamyn 

Love, Death and the Ladies’ Drill Team 
Harcourt, Brace. Oct. $3.50. 
Jessamyn West has written three widely praised books 
—The Friendly Persuasion, The Witch Diggers, and 
Cress Delahanty. latest publication 
tion fourten short stories considerable range 
mood and theme. patient leaves 
sanitarium and learns that his wife longer love 
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with him; boy refuses allow his pet steer 
taken slaughterhouse; wife-dominated, silent 
husband achieves prominence baseball announcer; 
young wife decides adopt Mexican boy; young 
woman sues her ex-lover for breach promise; dis- 
couraged schoolteacher obtains new hope encoun- 
tering modern “wandering minstrel”; woman pre- 
pares join the local lodge the Pocahontas’ ladies; 
the Pocahontas’ ladies’ drill team meets and discusses 
love and death; man imagines that Thomas 
Wolfe and lives his assumed role completely; country 
boy paints the portrait his fickle sweetheart 
barn. These resumés indicate the blending comedy 
and tragedy these stories: blending that the 
Jessamyn West’s vision life. 


There have been number excellent collections 
short stories published this year: those Shirley Ann 
Gran, Flannery O’Connor, and James Plunkett—to 
mention few. Most the present crop short 
story writers, however, look upon life with jaundiced 
eyes. Life ghastly, terrifying, and vile. People are 
cruel, savage, and base. 


Jessamyn West’s credit that she, [as teachers 
are fond saying about Shakespeare], 
“whole.” Miss West’s stories there mingling 
joy and sorrow, achievement and 
pleasing and refreshing know that author with 
talent does not regard life continual witches’ Sab- 
bath. Miss West expresses profound sympathy even 
for her unpleasant characters, such Mrs. Hobart and 
Mrs. Prosper. they are not admirable, they are still 
God’s creatures, and their faults are understandable. 
Miss West especially engaging her portraits 
young people. The reader can understand their seem- 
ingly tragic and, the same time, normal and absurd 
problems, wishes, doubts, and hopes. The figures 
the stories are vigorcus, rounded and detailed; they 
have depth and dimension. Some are people you 
would not particularly care meet; but you did 
meet them, you would understand them, even with 
their whimseys and foibles. 

“Tom Wolfe’s Name,” “Learn Say Good-by,” 
“Public-Address System,” and “Breach Promise” 
are splendid stories. The remaining tales are not far 
behind. 

Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University 
New York, New York 


Allen, Steve Fourteen for Tonight 
Holt. Sept. 29, 1955. 192p. $3.00. 

teve Allen one the better known entertainers 
the amusement world. not only has his own regu- 
lar television show but also frequent guest star 
other programs. But Fourteen for Tonight re- 
veals another side his character. Here not the 
comedian but the philosopher and moralist. There are 
occasional flashes the sophisticated humor and 
banter fer which well-known. 


The title hints the contents the book. consists 
fourteen stories, each which treats entirely 
different theme. Two are partly autobiographical; one 
Solomon’s judgment about the two 
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mothers claiming the same child, while another 
concerned with Christ’s driving the swine into the sea. 
The remaining ten are imaginary incidents. 


Steve has special fondness for those who imbibe 
liquor too freely and alcoholics are the central figures 
five his stories. times uses language that 
would not tolerated the air-waves, and the pro- 
fanity 118-9 particularly nauseating. Now and 
then makes sweeping statements about human con- 
duct, which the following typical example, 
“Those who not commit adultery are almost 
without exception those who have not the opportunity. 
The rest are merely those who have not the inclina- 
tion.” 


After reading most these stories said myself, 
“What the What Steve trying prove?” 
These questions were still unanswered when, all 
fairness him, read them second time. The one 
exception entitled “The Public Hating.” This 
powerful indictment mass hysteria, and reminds 
the “hate campaign” that George Orwell described 
vividly 1984. But $3.00 too much pay for 


15-page story. 
Stephen McKenna, 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Pugh, John Blade Honor 
Little, Brown. Sept. 19, 1955. 338p. $3.95. 
brawling tale warfare and treachery and love” 


unfolded for the second time the author his 
second published novel, (Cf. Best Sellers, Feb. 1954). 


Antoine Lasquenet, scion old Italian house 
the service Catherine Medici, with his Magyar 
friend Stefan Kazac, returns Paris the August 
1572. Immediately, the loyal ally Catherine, 
Antoine and his Magyar friend are caught the 
intrigues which beset Paris and France. The two young 
men rescue from assault Lisette, easily the most beau- 
tiful woman Antoine has ever seen and valuable 
member the Volant,, Catherine’s personal 
band trouble-shooting females. Then, they pull off 
daring play the banquet hall Henri Guise; 
the aftermath this stunt, Antoine comes con- 
tact with two men who influence his future: Marcel 
Boeuf who the leader chosen band male 
trouble-shooters for Catherine; and with the treacher- 
ous Spaniard, Selve, who becomes the personal an- 
tagonist Antoine the story develops. Selve 
later revealed the cause the death Antoine’s 
beautiful mother, was also the despoiler the 
ancestral estate Navarre. the course this tale, 
Antoine falls into troubles with the ease comic- 
strip hero, from which rescues himself with sword- 
play, etc.; from which rescued varied dei 
machinis. Meanwhile, being involved varying 
degrees intensity affairs the heart; and treachery 
enters even into delicate area. Finally, Selve 
killed, the ancestral estate regained, and “there 
the steps the church, arm linked with that the 
young priest and wearing look compelling deter- 
mination, stood his own Lisette, more beautiful than 
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This tale better and, suppose, worse than the 
run adventure stories. suitable for adults for 
whom may provide some excitement. 


William Herlihy, 


University Scranton 


Stevenson, Amberwell 


Rinehart. Oct. 1955. 316p. $3.50. 

Generations had grown Amberwell the Ayrton 
ancestral home located southwest Scotland. 1924 
the third William Ayrton inherited the property and 
settled there with his wife and five children, Roger and 
Thomas, sons previous marriage, and Connie, Nell 
and Anne. Ayrton’s choleric eistence revolved arouxnd 
the management the estate; his wife played the role 
chatelaine with suitable poise. were complete- 
detached from their children who felt strangers 
toward them. 


The novel follows the growth the children living 
their private world nursery and schoolroom, beau- 
tiful gardens, secret hiding places, and the forbidden 
pleasures childhood. ‘The boys figure less promi- 
nently than the girls the story. Connie’s proper 
marriage Gerald Lambert and Anne’s disastrous one 
Martin Selby, sickly school teacher, resulting her 
banishment from Amberwell, leave Nell, shy and sen- 
sitive, home. The elder Ayrton’s demise, the 
mother’s consequent apathy, the passage Amberwell 
Roger and his absence when war comes, find her 
installed acting head the house. The arrival 
Stephen, Roger’s son, brought Nell 
Amberwell; the discovery Anne and her daughter 
Mr. Orme, their kindly minister; the suggestion 
romance for Nell (to told sequel Amberwell, 
one presumes, the author having written twenty-eight 
previous novels) form the thread the plot. The 
tag-ends adjusted, conclusion reached: time brings 
change but Amberwell, symbol dynasty remains. 


The style prosaic, suited probably the large num- 
ber readers devoted novels the landed gentry. 
There good bit melodrama wrapped all 
and faint whiff Austen providing harmless but 
rather futile reading. 
Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Wakeman, Frederic The Fabulous Train 
Rinehart. Sept. 26, 1955. 275p. $3.50. 


The author The Hucksters and The Saxon Charm, 
name only two five previously published novels, 
has gone back the Depression Days, dying 
Kansas mining town for the background his latest 
novel. Since Mr. Wakeman was born Scranton, Kan- 
sas—a town named thus, doubtless memory the 
Pennsylvania city, the people who moved westward 
when word came coal veins being opened Kansas 
the late nineteenth century—it just possible that 
this more “autobiographical” novel than the two 
ethers The story concerns young col- 
lege graduate, deeply interested quantum physics, 
who faced with the problem resolving his future 
within seven days the dry, discouraging summer 


Best 


after his graduation from Kansas University. Secretly 
married Rhoda, whom had fallen love with 
college, and offered assistantship physics 
Princeton, must decide whether not abandon 
his ambitions and accept his responsibilities 
band. the course the seven days sees the life 
that surrounds him his home-town, the bleak 
pects employment there the larger town near- 
by, runs into temptation have his wife and his 
studies under the patronage early communist cell 
established girl had daillied with before his 
marriage, and shocked discover that the girl 
has married has, probably, been unfaithful him, 
The fabulous train the title transcontinental 
express which stops once Carbon City for hour 
two emergency repairs and under the wheels 
which tempted end his life when his shocking 
discovery rocks his world. The slim story line en- 
riched with earthy character sketches the five types 
‘Town Loafers who make the pool room their head- 
quarters and with affectionate portrayal Hal Sample’s 
devoted mother and father. adult-only novel; 
but worth attention for its skillful evocation the 
tragic effects the Depression the drought-struck 
center Kansas. 


Miller, Helen Topping Slow Dies the Thunder 
Bobbs-Merrill. 1955. 310p. $3.50. 

This bad novel. The publishers describe 
“exciting romance South Carolina the days the 
American Revolution.” truth, the book exciting 
only far irritates one because its poor style 
and character portrayal. 


The author has talent for dialogue. “The 
slapped insect her cheek and cried out, angrily, 
over there, you beastly things! over there and 
bite those men death!’”. The author achieves real- 
ism with full page dialogue which lady dis- 
cusses her sweat she waits for cannon balls crash 
through the walls her home. such passages 

been doing things tonight that would send 
Aunt Angela off into the vapors. Other women too, 
our friends, women the best families. can com- 
fort man shot through the bowels while vomits 
blood, can least let exhausted officer sleep 
the floor her living room, with chaperon. 


The characterization inferior that difficult 
know who saying what. The good people are very, 
very good and the bad are horrid. 

The publishers tell that this Mrs. Miller’s thirty- 
sixth book and that every one her first thirty-five has 
been read thousands. cannot understand the na- 
ture that portion the public that would pay $3.50 
per book for such trash. The literary style and the 
self-conscious sensationalism are too bad placed 
the hands young readers, and the writing too 
feminine, too “gushing” for any discriminating adult. 


The purchase price this monstrosity might better 
spent the acquisition dozen very good novels 
available pocket editions. 

Joseph Maloney, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
Bronx 58, New York 
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Mason, van Wyck The Silver Leopard 
Doubleday. Oct. 13,1955. 335p. $3.95. 

When William England sent Sir Edmund 
Montgomerie, Earl Arundel, for his sister 
Rosamund paramour, the Earl rebelled and, hav- 
ing been worsted, fled with his twin from England. 
Shipwrecked strange Italian shore, they came 
last the Castle Sanseverino, held liege 
the wily Bohemund, Duke Otranto, just time 
hear the preaching the famous First Crusade near 
the end the XIth Century. Anglo-Norman himself 
and very much home this nest rather rapacious 
chevaliers, Sir Edmund lost little time taking the 
Cross together with his Saxon squire, Gerth Ordway, 
but not before had defeated mortal combat 
neighboring baron, Drogo Cetraro, who had insulted 
Rosamund and whose life was spared the condition 
that too take the Cross. Edmund also vowed 
eternal love Alixe Bernay Sanseverino and met 
Sybilla, Countess Corfu and Bohemund‘s paramour. 


Entering the Duke Otranto’s service Sir Edmund 
was sent the Duke’s representative and spy the 
court Alexis Comnenus Byzantium. There 
allows himself neatly tricked the Greeks, falls 
into Sybilla’s toils when hears that Alixe has entered 
convent, studies Greek military lore and outfits 
band Companions through the generosity Sybilla’s 
uncle. When learns that Alixe has not entered 
convent flees from with Sybilla into the 
fighting the First Crusade which distinguished 
himself for bravery and endurance, finally rescuing 
Alixe the siege and capture Jerusalem and being 
rewarded with Emir’s holdings the new kingdom. 


Mr. Mason has woven great deal sub-plot and 
background material into the main story. con- 
tinually using technical terms indicate the thorough- 
ness his research. His repetition times tire- 
some, when refers more than twoscore occa- 
sions the “former Earl Arundel.” His chief 
characters among the Crusaders are the Normans, 
those wily, uncultured, persevering, rapacious men 
whom physical combat was the breath life and 
wealth any form was almost equal desideratum 
what they called their honor. The religious aspects 
the Crusade are poorly delineated. several 
occasions, page 26, the author refers clerics 
reciting their rosaries. refers the mod- 
ern devotion, which was not then existence, the 
beads the more ancient strings 
pebbles used the Greek Church, not clear. Sev- 
eral other possible discovered 
the text. the whole, this not very good 
story the First Crusade and, although suitable 
for adults, deserves high recommendation. 


Leonard Wolf, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Smith, Allen The Age the Tail 


Little,Brown. 1955. 159p. $3.00. 

Mr. Smith may remembered slightly the author 
Low Man Totem Pole and dozen other 
Japeries since. regarded very funny man, 
yessir, enough the book-buying public encour- 


Mason Smith Erhlich 


age him continue. this reviewer’s comment sounds 
like minority report, it. not find him 
very funny; has yet succeed tickling us. And 
this most recent screed leaves with the impression 
that the Low Man the Totem Pole has dug himself 
spot good deal lower. lot people will, 
suppose, think comic report the condition 
the human race from vantage point some forty years 
after the epochal day 1957 when and whence- 
forward all humans were born with tails. But strikes 
having little more than snigger appeal for the 
sophomorons. What’s more, comes depressingly 
close that self-conscious bawdry which inevitably 
offends good taste. The whole idea becomes very tire- 
some and contrived, even within the limit hundred 
and fifty large-printed and illustrated pages. The 
earthy vulgarity Chic Sales’ The Specialist which 
had succes fou quarter-century ago never gave this 
reader the impression, does this book, that the 
author was deliberately flirting obscenity behind him, 
with smug smirk his face. Adults will find this, 
suspect, tiresome have; but may become 
fleetingly fashionable talk about it. Mr. Smith 
still Low Man his Totem Pole our books. 


MYSTERY AND DETECTION 


Ehrlich, Max First Train Babylon 
Harper. Sept. 30, 1955. 280p. $3.50. 

For years Ehrlich was—and might still be—a radio 
script writer. The staccato style shows this sus- 
penseful melodrama. matter fact, some- 
times carried point little return. The repeti- 
tious and choppy style slows down the forward action. 
You know. Something like this. When all the sen- 
tences. All. Are chopped. Like pieces larger 
log. And all you have are. Splinters. thoughts. 


This happens frequently that one liable start 
questioning the plot structure and find too tenuous 
and implausible for the attenuated treatment re- 
ceives here the novel form. undoubtedly fine 
for radio show but getting this close can leave 
open severe scrutiny. Fortunately, Ehrlich knows 
there’s nothing like action keep reader’s in- 
terest and just about the time liable begin 
looking too closely, jerks the whistle cord and the 
train underway. The novelty which hangs 
the plausibility the entire plot that letter 
which delivered after delay ten years. The 
action begins 1945 when mail clerk the first 
train Babylon filches bagful Christmas mail. 
Intending use the proceeds for the care his tuber- 
cular son, flips into viaduct. But two kids find 
only drop between the wall partitions old 
barn. 1955 found when the barn being de- 
molished. The letters are sent their way. 

The one addressed George Radcliffe, successful sub- 
urbanite, opened inadvertently his wife, Martha. 
That starts the trouble. For the message demand 
for money from Jeremiah Clay, nightwatchman, who 
accuses George robbery and murder. Back 
the Atlantic Carrier Corporation was robbed $100,- 
000 and the cashier was stabbed death. Eli Spindell, 
malcontented employee was positively identified 
George the man with the small leather bag running 
from the scene the crime. Spindell prison for 
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Benson Frost Nichols Latimer 


life, has always denied his guilt, and the money has 
never been found. And now this letter! 


What Martha believe? What she do? Did 
George it? His testimony alone helped convict 
Spindell. Two months after the robbery George made 
unexplainable “killing” the market. the tune 
$100,000. And Martha begins worry and doubt. 
Could this man she loves deeply and thinks she 
knows intimately commit heinous crime and 
blandly carry with apparent twinges con- 
science. she digs deeper and deeper into the truth 
the terror her plight increases. 


But since this type fiction depends surprise for 
its greatest effect, the reader will have find out for 
himself how Martha and George’s problems are re- 
solved. This reviewer promises Ehrlich will keep you 
guessing right the last page. Alfred Hitchcock 
could make diller thriller from this slickly con- 
trived and almost slickly executed melodrama. 
wrote almost. Intentionally. Because that staccato 
style. Has something about it. Something. Some- 
thing. What? Distracting? 


Wentworth, Patricia The Listening Eye 
Lippincott. Sept. 26, 1955. 284p. $2.75. 

sedate study mayhem and menace. Four deaths 
while old biddy, Maud Silver, uncovers the truth 
behind the strange robbery the Bellington Necklace. 
The old gimmick all the suspects one household 
for interminable weekend seems appropriate 
the English low-voltage thrillers—especially murder 
the Springtime. Philip Marlowe nor Sam Spade, 
Maud knits one and purls two she rocks the end 
the trail. lukewarm cup tea. 


Quentin, Patrick Man With Two Wives 
Inner Sanctum. Sept. 27, 1955. 279p. $2.75. 


real puzzler that gets and goes from first page 
last. Accept the subtle basic premise (that the narra- 
tor emotionally immature man) and the action 
completely believable: Bill Harding—dallying with his 
first wife, Angelica, while his second wife, Betsy, out 
town—is the only alibi for Angelica when her lover 
shot death. Problem: admit his transgression 
and save Angelica but smash his happy (?) home and 
his plush position v.p. the advertising firm owned 
Betsy’s father! tell more would unfair 
Quentin. One slight problem for the scrupulous reader: 
very necessary the plot denouement are the ques- 
tionable extramarital relations some the char- 
acters, though the author does not dwell them. 
Verdict: Slickly tricky—if sick morality. 


Gardner, Earl Case the Nervous Accomplice 
Morrow. Sept. 29, 1955. 275p. $2.75. 

Perry Mason again, this time involved with woman 
who wants her husband any cost. Greedy real 
estate operators, fill dirt for Thruway, dead man 
decrepit mansion and the inevitable trial which 
Perry again meets District Attorney Burger. Verdict: 
Perry makes ham Burger. 


Carmichael, Harry The Screaming Rabbit 
Simon Schuster. Oct. 1955. $2.75. 

John Piper insurance assessor for the 
tinental Insurance Company. When visits Edith 
Ellerby Business, hears shot. Can rabbit 
scream piercingly what has hap- 
pened Edith’s secretary and hunter, Walter Parr? 
English household loaded with intrigue only 
casual visitor like Piper—who has business inter- 
fering—could get deep. Verdict: Not very 
raising! 


Benson, Ben Broken Shield 
Mill-Morrow. Oct. 1955. 191p. $2.75. 


Another adventure the Massachusetts State Police. 
This time rookie trades beats with popular veteran 
and the old time (31!) mercilessly shot 
Private Ralph Lindsey has vindicate himself and 
avenge the broken shield the State Police. The title 
tied with the thought that murdered policeman 
represents break the shield protection afforded 
the public these knights the highway. mys 
tery such, this accurate depiction manhunt. 
Verdict: Novel setting with routine action. 


Frost, Barbarra Innocent Bystander 
Coward-McCann. Oct. 1955. 184p. $2.75. 


female Perry Mason! This time Marka Lancey, 
henna-rinsed orator the Criminal Court, involved 
defending the client friend she couldn’t refuse. 
Did Gregory Trafani, Italian composer, asphyziate 
Trixie Maxon because she kept interfering with his 
little black notes until all could see was black. And 
went nuts. That’s too obvious for Marka. The New 
York setting well realized even though some the 
characters aren’t. Missed the Marka! 


Nichols, Beverley The Moonflower Murder 
Dutton. Oct. 1955. $2.75. 


Horatio Green, amateur detective, has always loved 
flowers. And he’s been very eager see the 
flower Mrs. Faversham brought back from South Amer- 
ica. But the old girl strangled, dog killed for 
definite reason, and Horatio must uncover the 
All this the rococo elegance and urbane English wit 
which are hallmarks Beverley Nichols. 


exotic item not everyone’s scent. 


Latimer, Jonathan Sinners and Shrouds 
Simon Schuster. Oct. 1955. 250p. $3.00. 


This the first novel twenty years the author 
the now famous Lady the Morgue. Latimer, Chand- 
ler and Hammett are all the same school: 
clipped style filled with strong metaphors; cast 
characters straight out the nine circles the Inferno: 
half human their predation the rest mankind. 
It’s rough tough world—all darkness 
This time, semi-dipso reporter, Sam Clay, comes 
the apartment Mary Trevor with whom had 
spent the night. Unfortunately for Sam, she’s been 
carved wth pair scissors. his frantic 
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often ludicrously incompetent effort clear himself, 
finds pit blackmail, lechery, robbery and mur- 
der. Under the muck which taints almost every char- 
acter, Sam Clay finds his own solution, involved though 
may be. 

This sordid story told style intended shock. 
And does. Undoubtedly there are people like Stand- 
ish, Canning, Widdecomb, Mary Trevor, Mrs. Palmer, 
Sam Clay—each whom has the moral awareness 
alley cat. Someone might offer rebuttal: “New- 
man once wrote, ‘You can’t have sinless art sinful 
world’.” But this Art? Verdict: Intriguingly mani- 
pulated questionable taste. 


Head, Matthew Murder the Flea Club 
Simon Schuster. Oct. 1955. 243p. $2.75. 


Reminiscent Hugger Mugger the Louvre, this mur- 
der set one the night clubs the most exotic 
city the world, Paris. Hooper Talliaferro (Tolliver 
you!) the narrator; and medic from Africa, Mary 
Finney, buxom and brilliant, the analyzer who un- 
ravels the puzzle. Nicole, proprietress the Flea Club 
chanteuse who can’t use her head—it bashed 
from blow shovel being used the excavations 
her cellar. See how off-beat this all is? Fey Freddy 
Fayerweather, avaricious René, inscrutable Tony, preda- 
tory Audrey, loyal Hoop and assorted odd ones com- 
prise the cast this entertaining puzzler old 
hand. Verdict: This Flea will make you scratch your 
noggin. 


John Coppinger, 

Rye, New York 
BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—OCTOBER 
Gunther, John Inside Africa 


Harper. Sept. 952p. $6.00. 


review John Gunther’s latest work almost like 
tackling volume the Encyclopedia Brittanica. Be- 
tween ehe covers Inside Africa packed mine 
information regarding the political conditions 
every part that continent today. Personal observa- 
tions, reliable reporting, and the best scholarly works 
provide the sources for the author’s careful analysis 
conditions each political entity the Dark Conti- 
nent. All his material presented graceful style 
between the reader and the area under consideration. 


Inside Africa comprises forty-six chapters and divided 
into two parts approximately equal length. The 

rst part devoted the countries the north and 
east from Morocco Unganda, while the second takes 
the south and west from the Union Dakar. The 
amount space devoted each country varies with 
their importance the author. For instance, Morocco 
tates six chapters, while Madagascar receives only few 
pages. obviously impossible comment here 
all the subjects covered this book, but must touch 
upon few points special importance. 


Especially impressive Gunther’s treatment Kenya. 

hree chapters are devoted this explosive land and 
they also contain good discussion the administrative 
Dhilosophy underlying British colonial government 
The author carefully analyzes the Kenya land problem, 


Head Gunther 


key issue almost all Africa, for frequently the 
root racial Gunther maintains that the 
object the Mau Mau movement not much 
directly drive Europeans from Kenya, but create 
conditions which Africans will not work for them, 
thus rendering the settlements economically useless and 
inducing eventual withdrawal. This analysis fits 
well with much what else know about the 
Mau Mau and Kykuyu feeling, especially the fact that 
Mau Mau activity has been directed much more against 
Africans than Europeans. However, the fact that the 
Europeans are better protected than the Africans must 
also considered. Emerging through all the discus- 
sion the profound ignorance which the Europeans 
have Africans, ignorance especially attested 
Kenya the fact that only two Europeans have good 
knowledge the Kykuyu language (although many 
more can get Swahili—the lingua franca the 


East Coast). 


This factor mutual understanding permeates all 
Gunther’s analyses, for Africa’s future must built 
around plural societies which different groups can 
work together because they understand and respect one 
another. The inescapable fact that for Africa 
whole there are 195 million Africans against five mil- 
lion Europeans. The latter can not longer maintain 
their rule primarily force, for the facts demog- 
raphy are working against them. Furthermore, force 
engenders counterforce, and this inhibits further white 
settlement which, turn, will affect the population 
balance. 
African nationalism, its desire assert itself against 
the foreigner, emerges continually throughout the con- 
tinent and the theme this book. matter how 
good colonial rule has been, Gunther maintains, 
cannot really Development and education are the 
key problems helping the Africans self-rule. Edu- 
cation, however, poses tremendous paradox. Its de- 
nial induces serious discontent, but given will 
strengthen the Africans the point where they can 
more easily expel the white man. Britain alone really 
faces this dilemma, and tries educate the 
African for self-government trusting that the ensuing 
good-will the long run will more profitable than 
repression. Finally ,Gunther believes that the political 
character African nationalism coming generations 
will leftist, but does not believe that seriously 
threatened communism. While 
many potential allies (ignorance, poverty, color bar, 
appreciation the U.S.S.R.’s pseudo anti-colonialism) 
other facts operate against (distance from Russia, the 
communal character tribal life, religion, Soviet im- 
and governmental strength). But, above all, 
working against communism are, should be, policies 
geared give the African education, political democ- 
racy, and reform. 
The best guaranty against Communism the es- 
tablishment strong, progressive nationalist gov- 
ernments, possible with strong ties friendly 
Europe. far the most sensible way discour- 
age Communism Africa give political op- 
portunity the native populations. Deprive them 
their legitimate aspirations free, and the 
Communists certainly make trouble. For in- 
stance, the Gold Coast experiment fails, the 
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Shepherd Duggan 


blow the rest Africa—and Europe—could 
terrible. 


Africa may not ready for full self-government 
yet, but least deserves good government, 
which does not always get. long colonial 
powers misrule, Russian exploitation any local 
situation possibility. (p. 891) 


Gunther’s analyses and recommendations for Africa 
are certainly moderate. does not believe salvation 
will come from immediate independence, nor, like 
Stuart Cloete (The African Giant), does feel white 
rule inherently necessary prevent African exploi- 
tation each other. poses the traditional dilemma 
for American policy-makers our historical sympathy 
with freedom movements and our desire nothing 
which would embarrass our allies. Gunther’s emphasis 
upon continued statements our faith the necessity 
for ultimate freedom along with ample economic and 
technical aid develop the colonies, may ade- 
quate middle ground which, the long run, may keep 
bound our allies, encourage the Africans, and 
raise economic standards. “The challenge Ameri- 
can well European statemanship undeniable. 
Africa awake, Africa alert, has seen the example 
Asia, even its circumstances are different from 
those Asia, and for good ill marching with the 
times,” the author concludes. 


Inside Africa, the opinion this reviewer, the 
outstanding work that continent which has appeared 
recent years. Its panoramic survey and depth 


analysis local conditions are unmatched any 
other book. Undoubtably, specialists each little 
corner that continent will find statements and judg- 
with which disafree; but the overall value 
Gunther’s work remains. Africa’s place world affairs 
has not been widely appreciated Americans, and 
ignorance local conditions the various countries 


has been primary cause this. the publica- 
tion Inside Africa this excuse longer remains 


valid. 
Edward O’Connor, Ph.D., 
Washington University, 
St. Louis, 


Shepherd, George W., Jr. They Wait Darkness 
Day. 1955. 308p. $4.00. 


democracy ever become practicable Africa 
must first small scale. Trade union and 
co-operative movements, associating workers and peas- 
ants for mutual help, represent ideal vehicles pro- 
vide practice preliminary full self-government. But 
the organization these movements fraught with 
difficulties. economic and political interests see 
any attempt Africans work together threat 
their own power and supremacy. Dr. George 
American economist, became quite aware 
this problem when, general manager the Feder- 
ation Uganda African Farmers, undertook im- 
prove the organization African production and dis- 
tribution for the benefit the people. 


Uganda’s economy was basically characterized 
two-price system for market crops. Under this system 
the African peasant would receive only one-third 
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the world price for his coffee and cotton while Indians 
and Europeans received almost four-fifths. The 
operative movement was the African’s means im- 
prove his condition against the untiring opposition 
Indian business and white settler interests who domi- 
nated the colonial government. 
resolute leadership against this inequity and this book 
the story his undertaking. 


They Wait Darkness fascinating and dramatic 
account economic and political life Uganda which 
points the diehard character the settler interests 
who, not colonial governors, are the real enemy the 
African. There are some educated Africans who can 
lead their people toward economic and political free- 
dom given chance. them the intoler- 
able. Mau Mau techniques need not ‘spread these 
men are encouraged. Shepherd gave two years his 
life encouraging and helping some them. His 
account the problems and difficulties encountered 
represents masterful and humble statement what 
administrative missionary can accomplish such 
surroundings. This book deserves wide audience. 


Edward O’Connor, Ph.D., 


St. Louis, Missouri 


Duggan, Alfred Life for Sheep 
Coward-McCann. Oct. 3,1955. 341p. $5.00. 

Life for Sheep called biography, but 
the facts history are abuntantly supplemented and 
amply interpreted Alfred Duggan’s imagination. The 
book is, therefore, not bare record the life Saint 
Thomas Becket but interpretation his character. 
Like every other attempt fix definitely 
character, this interpretation open tto question; but 
consistent, does not deviate from the certain 
data the saint’s life, and is, despite tendency 
towards frequent and repetitious analyses mental 
attitudes, very interesting. may not exactly biog- 
raphy, but entertaining account Saint Thomas 
one able writer sees him. 


element the saint’s character. sees Thomas 
always standing outside himself and measuring his own 
manners and actions against pattern learned from 
tradition. chancellor patterns himself deliber- 
ately after the popular concept chancellor; 
archbishop conforms the popular concept 
great churchman. His actions, according this view, 
are never spontaneous, they are the planned move- 
ments actor who living his part. Knowing the 
way which martyr should die, Saint Thomas goes 
precisely the right fashion his death. Acting 
this sort demands superhuman strength will, Mr. 
Duggan would admit; therefore, Thomas shown with 
very strong will; and his actions guided 
ideal which superhuman. deliberately patterning 
himself after saintliness becomes saint: the subtle 
distinction actor and actuality disappears and 
the actor becomes what portrays. 


This interpretation Saint Thomas rarely deroga- 
his character; after all, put before his mind 
and eventually identified himself with ideal 
sanctity. There are but few occasions this narra- 
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tive which the words actions the archbishop 
have tinge insincerity because they result from 
deliberate histrionic effort. Mr. Duggan 
interpretation, threading through the whole life 
his subject; even from the prefatory note evident 
that historical matters this author makes his mind 
definitely and does not care leave questions un- 
answered doubtfully answered. faithful 
the truth known, however, and all the things 
describes might have been just pictures them. 
one point technique has erred—he has written 
too much for most tastes. Incidents which are known 
only barest outline makes into full-blown episodes 
with abundant color and sound. The result story 
that correct outline but questionable, though de- 
lightful, detail. 


This book not for the devotee scholarly 
but should read those who want know Saint 
Thomas and who are interested the age which 
lived; and, for that matter, should read all who 
enjoy good account great man. Readers may 
little confused “meetings” which the king stays 
one room and the saint another with com- 
munication between them, and they may little 
dismayed the author’s picture the archbishop 
instinctively reaching for sword had ceased carry- 
ing many years before; but they will really live with 


William Hill, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Doctor Dienbienphu 


Grauwin, Paul 
Oct. 1955. 304p. 


Translated James Oliver. Day. 
$4.00. 

Doctor Dienbienphu English translation 
Major Paul Grauwin’s terrifying account the fifty- 
seven day siege that ended the war Indo-China. 
Doctor Grauwin, after long tour military service, 
was waiting Haiphong for back 
France and hard-earned leave when word came that 
surgeon was urgently needed Dienbienphu. The 
area was not then under heavy attack and was 
believed that replacement would furnished within 
two weeks. With that understanding, Doctor Grauwin 
volunteered for the assignment. This was 
1944. March thirteenth, and before could 
replaced, all hell broke loose—the battle was on. 


For the next two months the problems strategy, the 
maintenance supplies and con- 
stant bombardment, keeping the airstrip opera- 
tion, ruptured communications, the care six 
thousand casualties that passed through the knee-deep- 
muddied underground hospital, which was constently 
need water, became the relentless struggle this 
seemingly tireless surgeon. Despite the appalling con- 
ditions mud, filth, humidity, heat, fetor, crowding, 
wounds swarming with maggots, and his own 
lack sleep, Doctor Grauwin only once speaks 
being weary and then was the day before the 
surrender the French forces. Finally, captive, 
went back the hospital and continued caring for 
the wounded. Genevieve Galard, the famous flight 
nurse who became stranded Dienbienphu the 
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midst the siege and remained the only woman 
the entire garrison until the surrender, plays tender 
and heroic role. 

Doctor Dienbienphu the reader will become ac- 
quainted with practically everyone with whom Major 
Grauwin associates: hospital personnel, corps men, 
litter bearers, non-coms, officers, flight nurses and, in- 
deed, many the killed and wounded. Not only that, 
will learn what many these people looked like, 
how they were dressed and the nature their work. 
The French, Moroccan, Singalese, Viet, and North 
African wounded are pointed out. The religion 
some mentioned. The hospital not only fully 
described but there pictorial section with aerial 
view the camp, map of, and scenes the hospital 
and full-page photograph the Doctor. fact there 
much inconsequential detail that the book times 
becomes very boring and the repeatedly gruesome de- 
scriptions wounds and operations are taste 
for popular reading. 


Stoddard, George 

The Great Cancer Mystery 
Beacon. Sept. 282p. $3.50. 
Bailey’s Cancer? and Stod- 
dard’s ‘Krebiozen’: The Great Cancer Mystery are 
directly dichotomous. Even though both authors em- 
plov largely identical source material, Bailey’s book 
the more paradoxical and misleading. review 
(Best Sellers, May 15, 1955) expressed the still 
unrevised belief that, “The opinion the author the 
contrary notwithstanding, krebiozen dead duck!” 
did not then realize that its unceremonious burial was 
the offing. Now, supported copious footnotes 
and irrefutable documentation, Stoddard has written 
its epitaph. And the mourners grieve: the krebiozen 
interests their anguish tried silence Doctor Stod- 
dard petitioning the Massachusetts Courts for 
injunction against the Beacon Press. But, matters 
stand, the krebiozen controversy defunct proposi- 
tion not only scientific circles but apparently, and in- 
deed hopefully, the Courts well—to which say, 
“Amen.” 
‘Krebiozen’: The Great Cancer Mystery reveals that the 
Yugoslovian Durovic brothers, Steven, physician, and 
Marko, attorney and co-owner Europe’s third 
largest munitions factory, were expatriated after the 
second World War with Vatican visa Argentina. 
Steven claimed royalty and former professor 
medicine the University Belgrade where 
spent mest his time cancer research. However, 
ther are records research publications and none 
presentation before learned society Doctor 
Durovic either Europe, Argentina the United 
States. far can learned, not licensed 
practice medicine anywhere America. 


Buenos Aires Doctor Durovic injected cattle with 
tissue extracts following which said was able 
recover product, kositerin, from the animal’s plasma. 
Kositerin proved ineffectual cancer but seemed 
have some merit the control high blood pressure. 
the end three months investigation North- 
western University Medical School, however, the sub- 
stance was found inert. Krebiozen, similarly de- 
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tived from horses ,is believed have come into being 
during the experiments with kositerin. But this 
point there great deal suspicion concerning the 
integrity Doctor Durovic and the nature his secret 
remedies. They are either non-existent identical. 


How Doctor Ivy, distinguished scientist in- 
ternational reputation whose motives must have been 
sincere, could have become associated questionable 
cancer experiments with such apparent mountebank 
Doctor Durovic unexplained. Yet jointly they 
announced krebiozen new treatment for malignant 
disease. Doctor Durovic then worked out elaborate 
solicitation plan through which was anticipated 
million dollars would realized. But his scheme 
came naught. 


was not until seven separate investigations medical 
groups had been made that krebiozen was declared 
worthless. Stoddard then opposed its use human 
beings University clinics and the unseemly 
fracas ensued. 


The real villain the krebiozen dispute is, Stoddard 
says, not person but unwelcome, un- 
explained, unconquered growth” (p. which can- 
cer; and believes, medical scientists general, 
that order demonstrate praiseworthy investigation 
not necessary proclaim its merits; necessary 
only conduct research the carefully controlled 
manner common scientific laboratory procedure. 
Results will then speak for themselves. 


The author’s belief that the humane and moral 
responsibility scientists and physicians safeguard 
the public against exploitation— and man from the 
excesses his own despairing needs—is indisputable. 
The main hope the medical profession the con- 
quest cancer early detection and prompt treatment 
thoroughly-tested forms therapy: surgery, radium 
and x-rays. There are secret remedies; “miracle 
drugs”! Doctor Stoddard clearly points out that the 
inflexible criteria science 
what due process law human rights” (p. 12). 


layman and eminent scholar, the author shows 
remarkable knowledge cancer and unusual in- 
sight into the various phases scientific research. 
has presented enlightening explanation the un- 
fortunate krebiozen controversy. Prominent academic, 
legislative, political, religious and medical personages 
are involved. 


Doctor Stoddard’s book, written with amazing poise and 
discretion, importance those concerned with 
academic freedom, medical men interested cancer 
and research and those who are, who may be- 
come, the victims cancer. would seem this in- 
cludes just about everyone. 
William White, M.D., 
Chairman, Pennsylvania Chapter 
American Cancer Society, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Guthrie and Kit 


Atlantic-Little, Brown. Oct. 341p. $5.00. 


Theatre folk used spend the period “between en- 
gagements” reading manuscripts, haunting producers 


and directors, huddling with press agents, resting, 
Now, would seem, they use their leisure time 
write autobiographies! 

The latest “this life” offering and Kit 
Guthrie McClintic. Since the author employs the 
same breezy approach successfully used several 
recent biographies, this book should meet with popular 
approval. However, for those who are seriously in- 
terested the theatre, and Kit will somewhat 
disappointment. 


say that Mr. McClintic’s writing informal would 
understatement. His style that witty, racy, 
intimate conversation (unexpurgated conversation 
that) and one has the feeling the book was dashed off 
odd moments. Yet, and Kit makes interesting 
reading because Mr. McClintic can turn neat phrase, 
breathe life into image make glow, and use 
most effectively audacious, bubbling, devastating 
sense humor. The amusing description Mrs. 
Leslie Carter’s performance The Shanghai Gesture 
poignant and sympathetic picture the heartbreak 
that inevitable part theatre. And The Third 
Juliet, chapter which contains the story produc- 
tion from its conception through its birth, could 
read with advantage every student theatre. 


However, Mr. McClintic (Me) distinguished and 
sensitive director who, during the past thirty years has 
made brilliant contribution the intellectual growth 
and artistic integrity our contemporary theatre. 
the same time his wife, Katherine Cornell (Kit), with 
her enchanting voice, luminous beauty and magnetic 
charm, has bewitched audiences throughout the world. 
Together, this team has written one the most in- 
teresting chapters the history the American 
theatre. 


Unfortunately, book that makes honest effort 
examine the artistry this amazing couple and 
evaluate its contribution the theatre—that book has 


not yet been written. 
Sister Gregory, O.P., 


Rosary College, 
River Forest, Illinois 


Davis, Elise Miller The Answer God 
McGraw-Hill. Oct. 242p. $3.25. 

The author was sent California the Reader’s 
Digest write article Dale Evans and Roy 
Rogers, two well-known and deeply loved Americans. 
Elise Miller Davis lived with the Rogerses, went with 
them tours, became almost member the family 
order compose this biography the difficulties, 
failures, successes, domestic tragedies and the climax 
that brought God into their lives. remarkable 
account many ways, simply and directly told, sym- 
pathetic its narrative what the Rogerses them- 
selves call their conversion God. 


was September 1952 Madison Square Garden 
that the Rogerses risked their careers include 
religious number their program. series flash- 
backs the dramatic intimate story disclosed the 
events that led them decision they would not 
change because the conviction that the faith that 
they had come accept must brought others. 
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Roy Rogers’s admirers will interested the story 
his early life which was one poverty, hard-work 
and little schooling. The “King the Cowboys” was 
brought Ohio River houseboat and later 
small farm. When his family migrated Cali- 
fornia engaged every kind odd job, from driv- 
ing trucks pickling peaches. Learning play the 
guitar held one-night stands with “The Sons 
the and then contracted with Republic 
Pictures 1937. There met Dale Evans whose 
early years also had been marked with tragedy—an 
elopement fourteen and desertion shortly after the 
birth her son, Tom Fox. Later widower with 
three small children, Roy married Dale. 


was the birth their daughter, Robin, that brought 
them close God. The sufferings the parents 
Mongoloid infant caused Dale read the Bible for 
hours before Robin’s crib and reflect the deeper 
reasons for such sufferings. second tragedy came 
Dale when her son Tom’s child was born without 
socket one side. The resignation Dale and 
Roy before these trials will win additional admirers 
from the thousands cinema fans. Dale reasoned 
with Roy that God placed retarded children 
frustrated and rushing world order that 
might understand our complete dependence Him. 


The Answer God presents the initial shock and 
outrage experienced the parents 
handicapped child and dramatically shows that the 
concealed riches the acceptance such child are 
the patience, understanding and tolerance for all forms 
suffering, real appreciation the Cross. Though 
the style the book several places has the atmos- 
phere television script, the biography the main 
inspiring account the real significance suffer- 
ing for all us. 


Thomas Wassmer, 
LeMoyne College, 
Syracuse, New York 


Ray, Gordon Thackeray: the Uses Adversity 
McGraw-Hill. Oct. 10,1955. 537p. $7.00. 


Thackeray made clear his daughters that 
wanted one write biography him after his 
death. This wish was duly respected his descend- 
ants until attacks upon the novelist’s memory forced 
his daughter, Lady Ritchie, come publicly his 
defense the 1890’s. Some the family archives 
were then opened investigators but was only within 
recent years that all the abundant material for biog- 
raphy was made available for study. Gordon Ray, 
who has already published book Thackeray’s life 
revealed his novels and four volumes Thack- 
letters, now comes forward with the first volume 
the first really scholarly biography the great 
ictorian. 


Perhaps just well that comprehensive biog- 
taphy was late coming; without the long delay, 
might not have been full and fresh Mr. Ray’s 
is. This volume, which complemented 
eventually one other, ends with the publication 
anity Fair. advances wealth information about 
Thackeray’s family, his background, his youth, his 
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marriage, his early struggles writer. There are 
few lacunae and about these obviously nothing can 
done because Mr. Ray has sought out all the infor- 
mation available. Out mass material there 
emerges not only definite impression Thackeray 
but also clear picture the Victorian age. This 
volume could serve useful handbook for young 
American readers who, successive waves, meet 
nineteenth-century England the great novelists but 
are able muster only the smallest understanding 
the peculiar meaning that the Indian service, fixed in- 
comes, residence the continent, and gentleman’s 
education had for that particular age. Thackeray’s 
life cross-section Victorian life except its 
highest and lowest social levels—even when was 
poorest, Thackeray was poor gentleman and could 
not know the poverty the proletariat. 


Mr. Ray has been able meet most the demands 
imposed him his monumental task. has 
marshalled his material rather well and annotated it, 
anything, too thoroughly. his scope 
might have done more: might have condensed the 
prosy, systematic analysis Thackeray’s unimportant 
early work and thus allowed himself space for more 
illustrative and revealing anecdotes—once twice 
leads reader right them and then sends him 
off, via footnote, search the material which 
they are contained; might have been happier his 
choice quotations, some which not serve the 
purpose making Thackeray’s writing attractive and 
one which—an opinion Turner—does not seem 
prove the point which Mr. Ray trying make: his 
style, though clear, might have been made more fluent; 
and might have added his analysis Vanity Fair 
and his description its success picture Thackeray 
work the book that brought him fame and finan- 
cial stability. Yet these are potential and accidental 
excellences; all the substantial values sound biog- 
raphy are the book actually is. 
William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Cole, William Graham 

Sex Christianity and Psychoanalysis 
Oxford. Oct. 13, 1955. 329p. $4.00. 
This book pretends ideological study the 
basic attitudes toward sex Christianity and psy- 
choanalysis. The first section devoted the inter- 
pretations sex Christianity; and considers the 
teaching Christ and St. Paul, St. Augustine, St. 
Thomas Aquinas and the Council Trent, Luther and 
Calvin, contemporary Catholic and Protestant theol- 
ogians. this investigation had been pursued 
scientific and objective manner, would have been 
valuable contribution knowledge. 


But the author Protestant minister whose outlook 
colored prejudices derived from psychoanalysis. 
introduces theory which regards estab- 
lished fact. This theory maintains that the Bible 
naturalistic while the idea conflict between man’s 
body and his soul dualistic, stemming from Greek 
philosophy. his opinion “the Bible clear that 
man’s nature one, psycho-physical unity, and there 
nowhere any suggestion that the bedy should 
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controlled ruled the reason.” Anyone who op- 
poses this theory tarred with the brush Hellenism. 
When St. Paul writes, “For delighted with the 
law God according the inner man, but see an- 
other law members, warring against the law 
mind and making prisoner the law sin 
Hellenism and corrupting true Biblical doctrine. 


the same way Cole asserts that asceticism and moral- 
ism are wrong, entirely opposed the naturalism 
the Bible. “The Old Testament knows nothing 
asceticism, disciplining the flesh for the sake the 
spirit Jesus was monk; was called ‘wine- 
bibber and publican’.” Yet the author conveniently 
forgets that Christ fasted forty days and forty nights, 
that warned His disciples that certain evil spirits 
could cast out only prayer and fasting. When the 
Sapiential Books the Old Testament disagree with 
Cole’s theory, they too are tainted with Hellenism. 


The Fathers the Church such Augustine and 
Jerome not teach true Biblical doctrine because 
Greek dualism has contaminated them. Aquinas and 
the Council Trent and modern authorities such 
Leo XIII, Pius XI, Father Messenger and Bishop Sheen 
also have departed from Biblical naturalism into dual- 
istic errors. Luther and Calvin well many mod- 
ern Protestant theologians not agree with Cole’s 
theory and are therefore mistaken. But modern psy- 
choanalysis teaches the naturalism which Cole espouses 
and is, accordingly, closer true religion than histori- 
cal Christianity. 


Original sin has entirely different meaning for Cole 
than does for us. “The doctrine original sin, how- 
ever, engenders awareness the fact that all men 
suffer from anxiety and estrangement, separated from 
God and neighbor, and divided within themselves. 
They develop, perforce, ‘reparative’ strategies, patterns 
behavior which are designed allay anxiety. This 
the significance all sexual aberrations.” The only 
evil the world anxiety. what must 
understood about both the pervert and the philanderer: 
they are not seeking sexual satisfaction primarily but are 
using sex means the end allaying anxiety.” 


HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification 
FICTION 
Marjorie Morningstar Wouk 
Auntie Mame Dennis 
Man the Gray Flannel Suit (Ila) Wilson 
Something Value (III) Ruark 
Bonjour Tristesse (IV) Sagan 
Band Angels Warren 
The Sixth June (IIb) Shapiro 
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Confessions Felix Krull (III) Mann 
The Great Man (IV) Morgan 


Author and Review 


How Live 365 Days Year (Ila) Schindler 
The Family Man Steichen 
Why Johnny Can’t Read Flesch 

Never Plead Guilty (Ila) Noble Averbuch 

Hiroshima Diary Hachiya 
Onions the Stew (Ila) MacDonald June 
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Christ’s teaching divorce facilely rejected Cole 
when states: “To seek make any Jesus’ 
lutes into laws governing human behavior 
the whole point his message, erect new 
ism.” Because the Catholic Church preaches 
doctrine divorce, she legalistic, deluded 
lenistic errors. you can see, this book dangerous, 
replete with half-truths and misinterpretations which 
may easily deceive those who are not thoroughly con- 
versant with Holy Scripture and tradition. 

Harry Koenig, 

Chicago, 


Adams, Joey Strictly for Laughs 


Fell. Oct. 5,1955. 190p. $2.95. 

Joey Adams one the hard-working comedians who 
are popular the night club circuits, where humor 
usually intensified the alcoholic content the audi- 
ence. Something the effort heard above the 
dull roar half-muted small-talk the dimmed light 
the boite-de-nuit gives unpleasant overtone 
stridency the printed “routine” the professional 
amuser. Very likely, one’s enjoyment this collection 
smart-cracks, anecdotes, gag-lines, 
mouth banter would heightened Martini Prel- 
ude Manhattan Overture what’s yours? Joey 
Adams likely would better heard than seen thus 
only print. Not always the most pleasant attrac- 
tive aura one’s personality comes through such 
this; what comes through somewhat 
annoyingly the name-dropping and 
great! aroma. private opinion, (thus made some- 
what public), that Mr. Adams should have been 
warned about the difference media: the written book 
much more devastatingly cold and enduring, 
too much like playing your spot audience one 
night not fit for man beast out in, than 
the get-out-there-and-knock-’em-dead lift one gets from 
full house not yet frazzled but pleasantly edged over. 
Still, joke book joke book; and Joey Adams 
more date than Joe Miller. 


Burrows, Abe The Abe Burrows Songbook 
Doubleday. Oct. 127p. $4.50. 

Mr. Burrows calls the twenty-three songs herein 
tained—in arrangement for piano Alexander 
ert with illustrations Roberta Macdonald—typical- 
type songs. Each take-off type popular 
ditty, shrewdly satirical lampoon the tin-pantry 
tunesmiths. Many them Mr. Burrows first intro 
duced successful sallies into the night-clubs, notably: 
Love With the Girl with the Three Blue Eyes” 
type ballad. French-type song, “Ron, Ron, 
intended kid the neckerchief off the chanteur 
Noel Coward must least one-in-min 
the prototype the gypsy-type “The Gypsy’s 
lin”; Cole Porter might squirm hearing “My Brain,” 
the clever-type song. There’s almost all the necessary 
schmaltz for one those Belgravia operettas which 
still clutter stages the provinces the excerpts pre 
sented from “The Duke Dittendorten.” And there 
hymns the paean “Upper Peabody Teachnological 
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College.” “You put piece carbon paper under 
your heart and gave just copy of, just second- 
sheet wails the “stationery-type song.” And 
there “Lopin’ Along” horse the cowboy lament, 
western-type song. laundry-list-type song (these 
things remind you); home-type serenade 
“Brooklyn, U.S.A.”; southern-type, he-man type, 
and baritone-type song are also among the double- 
This should fun for home-type 
parties, especially there are any gather-around-the- 
piano-types around howl them. But silly the 
songs these types are, they are likely right 
being written and sung, matter how needled 


Burrows. 


Williamson, Hugh Ross Historical Whodunits 
Macmillan. Oct. 224p. $3.75. 


Hugh Ross Williamson, English historian, novelist, and 
dramatist, will have truck with the current con- 
ventional myths historical interpretation. Proudly 
asserts his adherence “the oldest and most dis- 
credited the Great Man myth” which “insists that 
‘history’ nothing but the relationship and interaction 
characters and that, under God, events are deter- 
men and women who, birth genius 
beauty, are position impose their will upon 
their fellows.” (It may noted that Mr. Williamson 
alone among contemporary historians attempt- 
ing redress the balance tipped heavily the 
direction impersonal forces the emergence 
“scientific history” the nineteenth century.) For 
Mr. Williamson the question “whodunit?”, not 
“whatdunit?”; and the analogy between detective and 
historian obvious. 


Our historical sleuth sets out unravel the mysteries 
thirteen incidents English history, ranging chrono- 
logically from the strange death William Rufus 
1100 the Appin murder 1752. Eleven the 
episodes, however, are concentrated the period from 
1485 1688 which the area Mr. 
special interest. Here, insists, get the truth 
necessary allow for “successive waves calculated 
anti-Plantagenet propaganda the suc- 
cessful Tudors, anti-Catholic propaganda the trium- 
phant Protestants, and anti-Stuart propaganda the 
victorious Parliamentarians—which has become estab- 
lished unimpeachable truth through constant repeti- 
tion the authors tomes and texts. For English 
history, Voltaire’s observation that history but 
agreed-upon story the past would seem have 

Mr. Williamson does amazingly good job cutting 
through this accretion propaganda and, while 
does not always offer the final answers, his investiga- 
tions frequently alter the very nature the questions 
asked. finds Richard III innocent the 
murder his nephews (only Henry VII, the good 
tradition detective fiction, had both motive and 
Elizabeth argues convincingly, had 
foreknowledge the murder Amy Robsart, the wife 
her lover, Dudley; and Mary Stuart, contends, 
was railroaded the Darnley murder case evidence 
fabricated Cecil. The subtle hand the 
sinuous Cecil exposed the manipulator the 
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puppets several the more unsavory episodes; the 
classic instances are, course, the murder Darnley 
and the Gunpowder Plot. Incidentally, Mr. William- 
son adduces cogent evidence that Baron Monteagle was 
Cecil’s agent provocateur the latter case. sure- 
ness touch deals with such diverse topics the 
Gowrie Conspiracy and the murder Sir Thomas 
Overbury, the identities Perkin Warbeck and James 
Cloche, the “Campden Wonder” and the God- 
frey murder. Unlike the great Holmes, Mr. William- 
son does not produce enough evidence hang the 
culprits, but one hopes that the world’s Watsons, im- 
pressed the depth his knowledge, the sharpness 
his wits, and the crispness his narration, will 
tempted dip into some the more pretentious works 
this eminently literate historian. 


Frank Gerrity, 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Kane, John 
Catholic-Protestant Conflicts America 
Regnery. Sept. 26, 1955. 244p. $3.50. 


Professor Kane propounds two paradoxical conclusions 
his careful study Catholic-Protestant conflict. 
asserts that Catholic influence the United States, 
measured achievement business and the pro- 
fessions, not growing. Yet Protestant and secularist 
antagonism toward the Church, motivated al- 
leged increase Catholic power, increasing. 
spite the fact that have been, and continue 
be, Protestant nation, the dominant religious group 
feels uncertain its power and consequently hostile 
toward those who threaten, appear threaten, its 
status. 

The surface arguments used against Catholics both 
Protestants and secularist liberals suffer from the defect 
inconsistency. Both groups have consistently and 
successfully practiced what they decry Catholics: 
imposition views political means; censorship; and 
the like. Because this inconsistency, necessary 
delve into the real reasons, contrasted with sur- 
face arguments, for their hostility. Professor Kane does 
well probing the underlying causes tension and 
conflict. 

While the subject treated delicate, the tone the 
book moderate and without rancor. The author 
does not hesitate criticize Catholic shortcomings. 
particularly notes the absence real lay leadership 
the Church. Although there are historical explana- 
tions for this, nevertheless feels that more progress 
should have been made. 

Both Catholics and Protestants should read and ponder 
this analysis trend which could endanger our 
democratic processes. might all consider the pro- 
posed remedy: more open channels communication 
between the groups, especially when friendly atmos- 
phere available. 


This well balanced work sound scholarship should 
widely read. Both Catholics and Protestants can 
gain much insight from its conclusions. 


John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 
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Santee, Ross Dog Days 


Scribner. Oct. 1955. 244p. $3.95. 

Mr. Santee has published five books previous this, 
and all five had led expect that the sixth would 
charmingly told, gently and humorously written 
reminiscence prairie and ranching, the West 
Southwest when the author was young. Dog Days 
disappointment; is, rather, perhaps the best 
Mr. Santee’s books date. recalls his boy- 
hood and about Iowa farm town, boyhood that 
was, happily, constantly associated with some dog 
other, beginning with Wrinkle and with Bing. 
Ground squirrel hunts, swimming the pool the 
floodgate, smoking cornsilk and trying the first chaw 
tobacco from sticky plug, the adventures and 
escapades small town and farm bred boys the world 
over are the warp and woof the fabric Mr. Santee 
weaves. This pleasant and chucklesome and affec- 
tionate book that should give hours enjoyment 
all ages readers. Adults will, perhaps, grow the 
more misty-eyed over some the nostalgic recollec- 
tions world that was clear and harmony and 
peace, with decency and honesty and honor; but this 
much young people’s book well. The author 
has illustrated his reminiscences with sketches that are 
apt and, their own way, reminiscent, too. 


Hill, Pati The Pit and the Century Plant 
Harper. Sept. 21, 1955. 276p. $3.50. 


Formerly Powers model, Pati Hill went France 


continue her career the couturier salons Paris. 
After time she decided write book. She retired 
rural area near Monterre, and lived ramshackle 
peasant cottage. This book journal her life 
the farm. She describes the condition the fields, her 
neighbor, Madame Joumard, Madame Joumard’s son, 
the various occupations farm life, the barnyard 
animals, and the day day incidents living the 
country. During her rustication Miss Hill continually 
fills with anything expendable gaping hole left 
the Germans during World War II, and Madame Jou- 
mard’s century plant blooms; hence the title. 


This volume attempt American model 
write French Walden. cannot think anything 
more incongruous. Throughout the book the author 
issues pronouncements like: particularly hate roosters, 
but don’t like chickens either”; “Ducks are loving and 
silly and sweet and the most thing they want just 
mud and little don’t either love hate 
turkeys”; like briars better than the things that look 
like elephant ears, though.” would seem that 
one going write journal country life then one’s 
insights should more profound more novel, or, 
least, some philosophy, Thoreau, should de- 
livered. But all Miss Hill has offer are banalities; 
she acts she has been the first person live the 
country, and most times she expounds her common- 
place observations they were newly discovered 
truths. They probably were such for Miss 
certainly for few other people. 


When she first started write this book, she found 
extremely difficult. she tells page 188, she 
: ” 

just did not seem have anything say.” can 
change the tense and sum saying “Miss Hill does 


Santee Hill Smelser Archibald 


Best 


not have anything say.” surprised the book 
was even published. Perhaps the glamorous picture 
Miss Hill the cover supplies the answer. After all 
the pretty girl used advertise everything from beer 
automobiles; why shouldn’t book written 
medel boost the wonder what Thoreau would 
say The Pit and the Century 
“There incessant influx novelty into the world, 
and yet tolerate incredible dullness.” Whatever 
else might said Thoreau, could not that 
was incredibly dull; wish could say the same 


Miss Hill. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Smelser, and Kirwin, 

Conceived Liberty 
Garden City. Oct. 3,1955. 768p. $7.50. 
Conceived Liberty textbook for use second- 
ary school level. Its scope American history from 
the colonization the New World the Congressional 
elections 1954. The book follows the usual pattern 
high school texts with few major exceptions. First, 
since the book was prepared for Catholic schools 
places great emphasis the history Catholicism 
the Western hemisphere. Second, the authors have 
done magnificent job providing the reader with 
maps, pictures and graphs. Rarely has this reviewer 
come across text profusely illustrated and which 
contained many excellent maps. 


The authors have prepared their text that read- 
able and historically accurate. Its appendices contain 
the Declaration Independence, the Constitution, 
list the Presidents, Chief Justices the Supreme 
Court and the Archdioceses and Dioceses the 
United States. Each chapter has review questions and 
study projects. The text somewhat weak 
raphy. Additional reading lists should have been in- 
serted the end each chapter. 
This text seems best suited for Catholic junior and 
enior high school schools where the parish 
buys the texts this book can well used. But ask 
student shell out $7.50 for copy asking quite 
bit from fledging historian. cheaper edition 
could prepared would say “this it.” The authors 
have come with remarkable text. 

Frank Brown, 

Department History, 

University Scranton 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., Contributing Editor 


Archibald, Joseph Aviation Cadet 
Longmans. Aug. 1955. 167p. $2.50. 


Good recruiting material for the Air Force 
tained the story Air Cadet Melvin Towne and his 
two buddies. Incorporated into the slight plot are 
answers such questions whether the training 
pares service man make livelihood com- 
mercial flyer, whether can straighten out young 
man whose indulgent family doubts his staying power, 
and whether flying much more dangerous 
driving automobile. Over and above the narrative 


jet 
nec 
the 
ing 
slar 
Lon 
sist 
par 
the 
der 
per 
pos 
clu 
twe 
cel 
dra 
full 
bec 
stri 
leat 
wit 
tra 
the 
ste 
Tec 
tak 
car 
tic: 
ing 
for 
Sey 


SELLERs 


the book 
picture 

After all 
from beer 
itten 
would 
the world, 
Whatever 
that 


same 


Ph.D., 
ersity, 


York 


Liberty 


second- 
from 
1al pattern 
ons. First, 

schools 
with 
reviewer 


read- 
contain 
titution, 
Supreme 
ses the 
stions and 
been in- 


unior and 
the parish 
But ask 
king quite 
edition 
authors 


History, 


~ 


Editor 


Cadet 


rce 
and his 
plot are 
ining pre- 
young 
power, 
narrative 


15, 1955 


definite information about flying both airborne and 
jet planes, and the discipline and step-by-step training 
necessary beforehand. The characters are types but 
they are believable, and their development 
responsibility and loyalty believable, too. Easy read- 
ing, with much dialogue and glossary air force 
slang, for boys 16. 


Bentel, Pearl Bucklen Know Love 
Longmans. July, 1955. 218p. $3.00. 

junior novel with setting Finland during the 1939 
Russian invasion, the chief characters which con- 
sist 12-year-old girl with ambitions become 
actress and America, her 14-year-old brother 
who wants become engineer and America, 
and their parents who are staff members the Music 
Institute Viipuri. The plot breaks into two uneven 
parts, which the first (which both the longer and 
the stronger) concerned with the Winterwar and its 
demonstrations fierce patriotism, devastation and 
personal losses; while the second describes Sirrka’s 
postwar dramatic studies and successful stage experience 
Finland and later, more briefly, America, con- 
cluding with her choice between two suitors 
tween Finland and America. The authors show 


greater capability reporter than creative writer. 
The narrative pertaining the Midsummer Night 
celebration, the bombing the children’s school, the 
fight and life the army camp, the journey 
Helsinki and chaotic conditions existing there—all 
drawn, apparently, from authentic sources, and care- 


fully more vitally presented 
Sirrka’s subsequent career and heart-searchings. But 
because little available the Russo-Finnish War, 
Finland itself, for this age-group, and because the 
war information which comes through the story 
striking and moving, the book may still useful 
spite its drop into mediocrity the second part. 


Better Homes and Gardens 
Meredith. Sept. 20, 1955. 
leaf). 

ringed notebook which additions may made, 
with red-and-white “gingham” cover, and brightly illus- 
trated pages including photographs (often colored) 
the finished product, well drawings the step-by- 
step procedures followed, six groups tested 
tell the young girl what ingredients will 
needed, what utensils take out, and what action 
take. Included are: beverages, breads and sandwiches, 
candy and cookies, desserts, main dishes, vegetables 
and salads. Prefacing the recipes are pictures and defi- 
nitions basic cooking terms, measures, rules for kit- 
chen safety, and instructions for cleaning the kit- 
chen afterwards. Following each section are ideas for 
varying the recipes, for menus, table settings, appetizers. 
very helpful table weights and measures found 
the endpapers. The recipes are simple and prac- 
tical, the instructions clear, the pictures mouth-water- 
ing, and the book whole delightful possession 
for the girl’s own bookshelf. 


Butler, Beverly Song the Voyageur 
Odd. Sept. 26, 1955. 247p. $2.75. (Winner the 
Seventeenth Summer Literary Competition) 


Junior Cook Cook 
Illus. $2.95 (loose- 


Bentel Better Homes and Gardens Butler Carse 


While this will not replace Seventeenth Summer 
girls’ affections, the fact that it, too, was begun col- 
lege (Mt. Mary, Milwaukee, this case) and that its 
pretty author blind will start them out favorably 
disposed the book. Nor will they let down 
they follow the story 19-year-old Diane Aubert who 
lives with the French-Canadian Cormier family 
Wisconsin during the 1830’s. Nostalgia for the more 
gracious living her grandfather’s home Massachu- 
setts increased when young Philadelphia tenderfoot 
reveals the possibility recovering grandfather’s lost 
legacy. But this more than counterbalanced her 
affection for the Cormier family, including the eldest 
son who Indian-French. The details relating 
pioneer life are bit superficial and definitely rose- 
colored, but the picture family life warm and 
happy, and the characters are individual and life-like. 
The episode Emile’s mutilation the 
book’s high point, far action goes—is realistic and 
exciting. feature the plot the improb- 
ability that 15-year-old girl would teach the wounded 
Emile read them. 


The Winner 
Scribner. Sept. 22, 


Carse, Robert 

Illustrated Charles Hand Geer. 
1955. 184p. $2.50. 

Told with directness and commendable economy 
words, the story Jarvis Meckly’s four years tennis 
not only picture the way champions are trained 
and quick glance the life they lead, but lesson 
values well. Jarvis was twelve when his father, 
retired Navy officer and former varsity tennis player, 
built court for him their island home where the 
family now made living farming. his father for 
coach, Jarvis practiced year, then through his rich 
cousin’s influence obtained athletic scholarship 
private school where tennis was important. There 
under the driving surly school coach, developed 
his game until was considered Davis Cup material. 
crop failure the island just before his final prep- 
school year sent him into professional tennis and 
circuit the big cities four continents. Though 
urged renew the contract for the next year and 
promised bigger bonus, the boy decided for agricul- 
tural college and his father’s farm. The principal 
characters the story are sketched lightly but realis- 
tically show some the types individuals who 
engage competitive sports, and bring out the effect 
over-confidence, lack self control, and insufficient 
preparation upon the player’s game. The relationship 
between the boy and his father well handled, and 
the boy’s associations with other youths, whether these 
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Chubb Friermood Garthwaite 


the wealthy pupils his private school the sons 
the Negro workers his father’s farm, are whole- 
hearted and unselfconscious. superior sports story. 


Carlson, Esther Elisabeth The Long Way Round 
Rinehart. Aug. 12, 1955. 244p. $2.75. (Junior Literary 
Guild selection) 

The point view embodied this otherwise pleasant 
story shy, socially inept girl, newly graduated from 
high school where she was top student, may not in- 
duce desire work for good grades plan for 
college, but its thesis that social ease comes from think- 
ing others rather than one’s self sound enough. 
The plot has with Enid Emery whose family took 
for granted that she would the college where 
her popular sister was junior. Enid, sure that the 
yearbook’s description her and most stu- 
would just true her college years, got 
typing job and after year decided sec- 
retarial school, instead. During that interval she had 
increased her outside activities surprisingly, improved 
her appearance, and come decision about the re- 
spective merits the high school coach and his assist- 
ant. little difficult accept her self-description 
“grind,” when she keenly interested sports, 
good dancer, swimmer and tennis player. The author, 
herself secretary the Belmont Superintendent 
Schools and member the Boston Country Dance 
has evidently written about setting she knows 
well. 


Catholic Treasury Books 
Beth Wilson. Bruce. 
each. 


Heagney, Anne. Simon the Stock. 132p. 

Hunt, Regina Victoria. Candle for Our Lady. 
119p. 

Johnson, Grace, and Johnson, Harold. Hand 

Raised Gettysburg. 122p. 

Morriss, Frank. Boy Philadelphia. 133p. 


For readers years and up, these books, aaccording 
the blurb, “are taken from the vast treasury Catholic 
life and history, showing the true relation the Faith 
the persons and events involved, and should make 
the reader proud his heritage.” This suggests 
Catholic parallel with the Winston “Land the Free” 
series more nearly than with the Random House 
“Landmark” series. Thus find story 12th-13th- 
century England and St. Simon Stock the Carmel- 
ites; Henry VIII’s England and the destruction 
shrines and suppression monasteries; the Conti- 
nental and Charles Carroll’s influence 
bringing Maryland into it; the services performed 
Catholic chaplains and the Irish Brigade during the 
Civil War. Only the first these the plot 
directly built upon the historic figure involved—and 
even here the plot frankly imaginative. The intent 
seems create picture the life the times 
this was experienced and contributed Cath- 
Unfortunately, this intention does not seem 
have been fully realized. The writing, even the 
case the Johnsons and Anne Heagney who have 
published much better books, amateurish; the atmos- 


Sept. 19, 1955. $2.00 


phere thin; the plot rambling and labored; the char. 
acters two-dimensional. The tone, however, always 
admiring and devout. 


Chubb, Mary Alford 
Illustrated Ralph Lavers. 
195p. $3.50. 

The budding archeologist, the discriminating 
cent who enjoys quiet, unexaggerated but factually 
correct account, whatever its subject, may find 
warding “dig” this report English excavating 
party, all six their twenties, who went Tell 
Amarna where Akhenaten and Nefertiti once lived, 
During the six weeks’ stay, the group uncovered fine 
doorway, several amulets, alabaster jars, faience 
laces, and other ancient artifacts, robber’s horde 
gold bars, and, most precious all, sculptured head 
thought that Nefertiti’s daughter and 
hamen’s wife. The writer, who was field secretary for 
the group, introduces interesting background 
Egyptology and gives also interesting description 
the archeologist’s working methods 
Told with humor, friendliness and restraint. 


Friermood, Elisabeth Hamilton Candle the Sun 
Illustrated Daniel Schwartz. Doubleday. Sept. 22, 
1955. 255p. $2.75. 
This delightful book—the story dynamic high- 
school junior suddenly transplanted from small 
lined town Indiana the Spring 1907, because 
her father’s ill health, the sun-baked, arid stretches 
frontier town New Mexico. How she meets the 
challenge her new environment and the 
sibility caring for her lovable, impractical father 
until family finances allow her mother and brothers 
join them makes thrilling tale, told with understand- 
ing the finer things life and insight into the heart 
girl capable the costly sacrifices which love 
sometimes demands. would unfair tell 
Kate’s homemaking and store-keeping and later her 
lonely, strenuous days claim caring for her dying 
father, while her mother runs the store town and 
the boys school. Intrigued the stories 
rancher who has befriended him, her father writes 
novel with local background, the proceeds from which 
will finance (though does not live see it) the 
college education has wanted for his beloved daugh- 
ter. There wholesome love interest, too, and 
bright future store for the devoted daughter who 
has sacrificed much and gladly for her father. 
Certainly, teenagers should find this book not only 
fascinating but inspiring. 

Manhattanville College, 

Purchase, New York 


Garthwaite, Marion You Just Never Know 
Messner. 192p. $2.75. 

About Cobberley Scott her friends) who 
gave summer music camp wait cross, 
centered Aunt Aggie, because the latter promised 
see her through Though there were some 


Nefertiti Lived Here 
Crowell. Aug. 23, 1955, 
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lively young people the mountain resort, and beau- 
tiful red horse for her ride, neither seemed likely 
Cobbie any good until Grandma Castlefield took 
hand. After which, there was overnight visit from 
her music camp friends, hunt for horse-thief and 
assassin, and the testing his stolen rocks with the 
either characters, setting plot—is this signifi- 
cant, convincing entertaining the author’s earlier 


Tomas and the Red Headed Angel. 


Geer, Andrew Reckless, Pride the Marines 
Introduction Lieut. Gen. Randolph McC. Pate; Foreword 
Major Gen. Edwin Pollock. Dutton. Oct. 14, 1955. 
224 p., photogs. $3.50. 

close competitor for the other famous horses history 
has remembered, Reckless the heroic animal which 
carried ammunition for the recoilless rifles (nicknamed 
“Reckless” the Marines) with which American 
platoon beat off the Communist Chinese attacks the 
neutral corridor surrounding Panmumjon during truce 
talks. two parts, the book first gives freely ren- 
dered account Reckless’ dam, superb race horse 
owned Japanese colonel before World War II, 
and the little Korean boy who lost his heart her 
and was permitted help care for and eventually ride 
her. The war lost and her owner dead, departing 
American prisoners arranged that the racer should be- 
come the boy’s property. was the racer’s filly, super- 
ior even her curiosity, ability learn, steadfastness 
and friendliness, which the Korean boy sold, get 
medical aid for his sister, Lieutenant Eric Pederson 
the Marines. 


Truce regulations forbade carrying ammunition jeep 
the recoilless rifle platoon, and Lieutenant Peder- 
sen’s men were exhausted from manpacking in. 
Thereafter, Reckless carried it, wherever the platoon 
was stationed however heavy the firing, sometimes 
accompanied Marine, sometimes alone. Idolized 
the troops, she joined the men their tents, ate 
their poker chips, bread and strawberry jam, peanut 
sandwiches, learned drink cokes and coffee from 
glass, enjoyed beer, was given vitamin pills and ter- 
the medical corpsman, and one time 
had entire platoon pulling grass for her. fake 
kidnapping devised for the benefit the Navy Relief 
Fund brought over $28,000 for her return. for 
the United States, she was given hand- 
some red and gold blanket the men and presented 
with sergeant’s stripes General Pate. The Governor 
California issued welcome proclamation, new 
parade blanket was hurriedly bought (she had eaten 
the first one), and guest honor the Marines’ 
Memorial Club she rode the elevator the ninth floor 
and was given the first slice cake, traditionally re- 
served for the most honored Marine present. 


The author was commander the battalion which 
Reckless served, and has already introduced the mare 
American readers through Saturday Evening Post 
article. Details the first half the book relative 
Korean life under Japanese domination (where the 
smoothest writing found) were checked and some 
places corrected the Korean youth who first owned 
Reckless. The second half mainly reporting, but 


Geer Harris Heinlein 


189 


always interesting. block photographs midway 
the book brings out highlights her service experiences. 
Though primarily the account extraordinary 
horse, the book quite fully tribute the young 
men whose dangers she shared. 


Harris, Beety Nursery School Project 
Messner. Sept. 189p. $2.75. Romance for 
Young Moderns) 

Two themes are developed this pleasantly readable 
story graduate St. Joseph’s College Emmitts- 
burg: the professional training and discipline essential 
for nursery school work, and the choice between 
career and housework for married woman. Karen 
had decided she would work for two years after finish- 
ing high school, because both she and Joe believed 
marriage and career not mix. But after she worked 
summer untrained assistant fine nursery 
school, and came know other married women with 
careers, she changed her mind and wanted 
college and specialize nursery education. Joe came 
around accepting the idea when realized that, 
because unforeseen circumstances may make the wife 
the breadwinner, important she equipped for 
career even though she never actually works it. One 
the few vocational stories this subject, the book 
has some helpful tips the program and environment 
the nursery school. 


Heinlein, Robert Tunnel the Sky 
Scribner. Oct. 3,1955. 273p. $2.50. 


The dean science-fiction writers, once both the 
most original and the best established, introduces time- 
travel the most efficient method reaching the 
stars, and mass deportation unpeopled planets 
cure for terrestial over-population. The mysterious 
Ramsbotham Jump permits Rod Walker’s sick father 
telescope years into two weeks, thus arriving 
without aging period when medicine has advanced 
sufficiently cure his The same time-fold pro- 
jects 18-year-old Rod unknown planet the 
breath-taking Operation Solo Survival required all 
Outlands (i.e. other planets) professions, “for the good 
reason that the Outlands were places where you were 
smart—or you were dead.” For two ten days, candi- 
dates provided with any weapons other equipment 
they wish take along are expected survive condi- 
tions found any planet, climate terrain which 
they find themselves. Rod, though carefully briefed 
beforehand his older sister, assault captain the 
Amazons, loses all supplies and weapons except hid- 
den knife almost soon lands. Thereafter for 
the three years takes his mentors recover the stu- 
dents lucky enough survive, man against nature 
and man against man, until the little group strays 
unites constitutional government. bit grim 
spots, with slight emphasis adolescent independ- 
ence adult counsel, this clever satire human 
tendencies interfere high-handedly with others’ lives, 
and realistic its depiction the difficulties encoun- 
tered putting democracy work. The imagina- 
tive flights are not outside the range present-day 
scientific thinking, and the psychology sound. 


aif f 
NG 
ey 


190 Hill Hill Janes Kjelgaard Loder 


Best 


Brown Lane Sterling Uhl 


Hill, Lorna Dream Sadler’s Wells 
Illustrated Oscar Liebman. Sept. 19, 1955. 
220p. $2.75. 

sequel the popular Veronica Sadler’s Wells, 
this new story has less the famous dancing school’s 
background and more life Northumberland 
County home, but the success angle more positive 
and the conclusion sees Veronica making determined 
midnight ride back London. Before that happens, 
there are picnics, rides, feuds with jealous cousin, 
and the sharing goals with boy-pianist. story 
the book adequate, and the touches ballet ter- 
minology and practice which are skillfully interwoven 
should delight young girls whom the subject 
perennial favorite. 


Hill, Margaret Hostess the Sky 
Little, Brown. Aug. 1955. $2.75. (Atlantic 
Monthly Press book) 

Beth Dean—beautiful, charming, intelligent—is forced 
leave college and find job because financial diffi- 
culties home. She applies and accepted for air- 
line hostess training. After six weeks, she receives her 
wings and airborne full-fledged hostess for 
period. Through Beth’s 
experiences, the author discloses the qualifications re- 
quired applicants, the intensive training, contacts 
with unusual passengers, demands made the hostess, 
and the ingenuity necessary handle people emer- 
gencies—some which seem little far-fetched for 
probationer acquire expertly. Besides regular 
assignments, Beth appears career program, 
does pinch-hit reporting for fellow hostess, makes 
the newspaper headlines more than once, emerges 
heroine after plane crash air show, makes the 
grade hostess and—gets her man. Although the 
book brings out the various types work and oppor- 
tunities open the airline hostess, and the numerous 
services offered passengers, the superficial plot and 
treatment may lead the young reader (12 16) see 
only the glamour and thrills, rather than the responsi- 
bilities this romantic career. 


Frances Dowling, 
Dunmore Senior High School, 
Dunmore, Pennsylvania 


Janes, Edward Wilderness Warden 
Decorations Raymond Abel. Longmans. Aug. 1955. 
214p. $2.75. 

young game warden, assigned for his probationary 
period difficult section Maine under the super- 
vision martinet, encounters murderous poachers 
and arrogant loggers, both determined drive him 
out the area. Before finds proof their identity, 
almost his life treacherous bog, narrowly 
escapes hurtling boulder and rifle bullet, tangles 
with Congressman over the proposed cutting tim- 
ber, organizes the boys the district into Boy Scout 
troop, caught blizzard, fights forest fire, cap- 
tured the men hunting, and wins the girl 
loves. ‘Though the action over-crowded, the con- 
servation message and are acceptable mater- 
ial for the junior-high boy. 


Kjelgaard, James Arthur Lion 
Illustrated Jacob Landau. House. Sept. 
1955. 216p. $2.75. 


Another Jim Kjelgaard’s good animal stories, this 
well-paced, exciting account mountain lion that 
killed out hatred for the men who had once cap. 
tured and exhibited him wayside station. The 
best lion hunter the Southwest rimrock region, old 
Jake Kane, tracked the rogue cougar for year 
out success, spite able assist from his red 
nound. Then Johnny Torrington, who planned 
forester, took the hunt and with the help the 
red hound brought him down. Told intermittently 
from the point view the boy, the mountain lion, 
and old Jake, the story shows considerable knowledge 
both boy and animal nature, and 
throughout. The mountain setting completely filled 
in, without holding the action. Junior-high readers 
will like it—and will many seniors. 


Loder, Dorothy The Land and People Spain 
Lippincott. Sept. 28, 1955. 117p. Map. $2.75. 
(Portraits the Nations series) 

One the most substantial and interesting the 
series, this volume also delicately balanced and fair 
its statements, and should clarify somewhat the 
thinking about Spain and the Spaniards, which Anglo- 
American writing has colored over the years. The 
author devotes about half her book tracing 
Spain’s history, stopping over the Moorish conquest 
and the Reconquest, the Inquisition, and Spain the 
New World, and including her informal, fascinating 
survey mention outstanding personalities such 
kings, artists, writers, saints, and others. The final 
half gives chapter each three great regions and 
general characterization Spanish traits and culture. 
block excellent photographs and double-page 
map help visualize the scenes described. 
larly well-balanced are the accounts controversial 
episodes such the Inquisition, Armada, Civil War, 
and bullfighting. Simple and direct, the text has 
considerable body significant information 
Spanish-language teachers can use and which the 
eral reader should enjoy, well. 


Lodestar Books 
Prentice-Hall. Sept. 1955. $2.75 each. 


Brown, Slater. Spaceward Bound. 213p. 
Lane, Fred. Patrol the Kimberleys. 218p. 
Sterling, Stewart. Blaze Battlers. 218p. 
Uhl, Robert. Treasure the Depths. 217p. 


new adventure series for boys 17, which 
four books are published and four more 
tion. The plan for the series seems include map 
with legend the lining papers, block photo 
the center the book, glossary, and plot 
designed bring out basic information about the sub 
ject treated. Occasionally, the story held the 
exposition, but for the most part fact smothly 
portioned plot, having blocked the action takes 
the narrative again easily enough. Thus 
ward within the framework story about 
group Young Astropolitans who planned colonize 
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Derleth Homan Nevins 


Mars but failed their attempt reach the moon and 
were later foiled the Silent Chessmen their take- 
for Mars, offers substantial amount accurate 
information about the present status space travel. 
Battlers, while teiling good story about young 
Carter wanted follow his father’s foot- 
steps fire fighter, covers its pages the various 
types and situations fire fighting: training, equip- 
ment, personnel, salvage and rescue work, these are 
concerned with warehouse, ship, forest and gasoline 
The storytelling Patrol the Kimberleys 
less expert, but the descriptions topography, flora, 
fauna, natives and white men western Australia are 
interesting, and the police search for three renegades 
well narrated. story three brothers engaged 
deep-sea diving for hemlock logs Puget Sound and 
for sunken treasure the West Indies affords 
opportunity Treasures the Depths debunk 
popular horror tales about diving, mention briefly 
famous diving exploits, review some the 
wealth lying the bottom the ocean, describe 
the only school deep-sea diving the world, and 
give accurate information about equipment and tech- 
niques diving. 


Morin, Micheline 

Everest from the First Attempt the 

Final Victory 
Andre-Jo Veilhan. 
205p. Maps. $3.50. 
Once reconciled the small print this book, the 
older adolescent will find interesting history the 
various attempts made from 1921 1953 scale 
Mount Everest. addition, will beguiled 
some unusually beautiful lithographs, both intense 
color and black and white, redrawn from copyright 
photographs the possession the Royal Geographic 
Society and the Alpine Club Great Britain. Divid- 
ing her material into two parts corresponding the 
northern and southern approaches the peak, the 
author describes detail six major expeditions and, 
more briefly, various less important attempts, includ- 
ing the first flight over Everest. chapter each 
devoted the Sherpa porters and the Abominable 
Snewman. Most original feature, among the many 
books the subject, the colorful description life 
Tibet and Nepal, the vegetation, insects and animals 
the lower mountain regions, and the thin atmos- 
bitter cold and violent gales the Himalayan 
eights. 


Day. Oct. 1955. 


Pringle, Patrick 

Great Discoverers Modern Science 
Roy. Aug. 29, 1955. 206p. Photogs. $3.00. 
Twelve scientists, among them several Nobel Prize win- 
ners, whose work the 20th century has changed our 
lives: Sir Alexander Fleming, John Logie Baird, Sir 
Appleton, Sir Watson-Watt, Sir Hopkins, 
Sir Davis, Auguste and Jean Piccard, Sir 
Banting, Sir Frank Whittle, Wernher von Braun, 
Albert Einstein, and Robert Oppenheimer. Though 
biceraphical framework used, and brief person- 
ality sketch included, the information covers principally 
the scientific accomplishment the individual. This 


presented clearly, objectively, and without talking 
down any respect. Emerging from the exposition 
interesting and much-needed point view: While 
scientific advance rests upon the researches many 
predecessors and depends upon team-work for wide 
implementation, nevertheless the solitary and in- 
dependent thinker, unconditioned generally accepted 
ideas, who most often comes with original theory 
solution. very good summary, with special inter- 
est for the senior high-school reader its conclusion 
that “discoverers are often young men.” 


Rechnitzer, 

Illustrated Charles Geer. 
$2.75. 

Abcut 13-year-old Neil Lauren who longs for house 
the country where can keep dog, and who 
haunts the local firehouse because hopes 
fireman. How “buys” Dalmatian for the firemen 
and tracks down firebug with almost fatal results. 
Approving references big-city organizations such 
CYO and PAL are woven in, and certain amount 
information about fire-fighting but not nearly much 
the Lodestar volume, Blaze Battlers. The story 
framework the superficial side, even for junior 


high. 


Midnight Alarm 


Holt. Sept. 1955. 192p. 


Ripley, Elizabeth Rembrandt 
With drawings, etchings and paintings Rembrandt. Ox- 
ford University Press. Aug. 15, 1955. $3.00. 

Like the author’s three earlier volumes (Michelangelo, 
Leonardo Vinci, and Vincent van Gogh) this 
picture book with enough text about the subject and 
enough analysis his art point the significance 
the art and the same time cover his life afe- 
quately, briefly. Text and illustrations are well 
integrated that one supports the other intimately. One 
misses the Rembrandt colors the beautiful black- 
and-white reproductions, but the printing clear and 
effective. Unlike the Michelangelo and Vinci vol- 
umes, this can recommended without even small 
reservation for schools. 


Vision Books 
Edited Sheila Cudahy. 
1955. $1.95 each. 
Beebe, Catherine 
St. John Bosco and the Children’s Saint 
Illustrated Robb Beebe. 191p. 
Derleth, August 
Father Marquette and the Great Rivers 


Illustrated Lawrence Hoffman. 188p. Map 
endpapers. 


Homan, Helen Walker 
St. Therese and the Roses 

Illustrated George Thompson. 187p. 

Nevins, Albert St. Francis and the Seven Seas 

Illustrated Leo Manso. 184p. Map endpapers. 
new series story-biographies saints, martyrs and 
other heroic Catholic figures, intended for ages de- 
scribed variously eight years sixteen, and nine 
years fifteen. addition the four already pub- 
lished, sixteen others are said preparation. 


Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Sept. 
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all, more than thirty-six books are promised for the 
series, the rate one new title monthly hereafter. 
The publishers have chosen established Catholic writers 
for the individual books: Bruce Marshall, Leonard 
Wibberly, Louis DeWohl, Thomas Merton and others 
are already under contract. Their choice subjects 
constitutes cross-section Catholic action both 
Europe and America, from mediaeval modern times, 
which should welcome Catholic libraries and 
homes. 

The four volumes available date are permeated 
atmosphere piety and dedication, self-sacrifice and 
perseverance. age-level, they seem best suited for 
five seven—or possibly eight, for slow readers. 
Particularly child-like and successful Mrs. Homan’s 
life the Little Flower, with its picture happy 
home and the achievement sanctity through atten- 
tion little The Derleth Father Marquette, 
while lacks the drama and story quality Jim Kjel- 
gaard’s Explorations Pere Marquette (Landmark 
series), will valued for its incidental reference the 
Jesuit missionary’s devotion Christ and Our Lady. 
Mrs. Beebe’s St. John Bosco perhaps the youngest 
treatment and suffers somewhat from being broken into 
two accounts, although the relationship between the 
two saints apparent and strong. 


Walden, Amelia Elizabeth Three Loves Has Sandy 
McGraw-Hill. Aug. 1955. 160p. $2.50. 


Softball, horse and boy from Wyoming, with unob- 
trusive advice from caretaker whose hobby was paint- 
ing, help high-school sophomore learn self-control 
and clothes-sense. This has many the elements 
junior-high girls like book, but picture teen- 
age life slightly askew. The only mention school 
gets occasional use corridor let Bill and 
Sandy wave each other. After school hours, Sandy 
practices softball; after dinner, she rides with Bill; 
Saturdays, she umpires for the small boys’ sandlot 
games. pitcher for the school team, Sandy 
remarkably knowing; mentor, Bill unusually 
mature. 


Dennis, Patrick Aunt Mamie 


Vanguard. 280p. $3.50. 


When his father died Chicago, the only surviving 
near relative whom the nine year old Patrick could 
entrusted was his father’s eccentric sister, Mame, 
who lived New York her own peculiarly 
giddy fashion. Auntie Mame spinster given 
plunging head first into fads their crest; but never 
staying long with any one, because she bored easily. 
Her nephew’s arrival stay her Beekman Place 
apartment make some, but not much change Mame’s 
way-of-living. After experiment with very “ad- 
vanced” private school town, Patrick shipped off 
safe St. Boniface’s Apathy, Massachusetts. But 
Mame continues get her life tangled into snarls here 
and there, fighting her way through the depression 
series disastrously funny employments until she 
meets and marries Beau Burnside. For Beau she be- 
comes her idea “Sothrun gal” and triumphs over 
jealous rival’s cabal one the dizziest horseback 
rides since Mazeppa. Beau’s death endows her with 


another fortune and she off again, protecting Agne 
Gooch’s indiscretion hilariously contrived episode 
which involves the faculty and trustees St. Boniface 
smack the center Apathy. Mame meddles 
her nephew’s stay Harvard; successfully wrecks one 
his romances the evening the engagement 
nounced; struggles manfully with houseful 
ney brats sent overseas for safekeeping from 
bombings; tries marry Patrick off one the Mad. 
dox sisters, and winds indomitably heading for 
India study Yoga with guru. 


missed this when was first published. admit 
the error and try make amends, now that 
lished well the Best Seller racy, gaudy, 
times little bawdy; but adults should not 
troubled—they will find furiously funny, albeit 
credible. 


Steichen, Edward The Family Man 
Maco Magazine Corp. Apr. 15, 1955.° 192p. $1.00 
(paperback edition). 

Another the current Best Sellers overlooked 
ing the swelter last summer deserves attention and 
mention, lest our lapse become final. This collection 
503 superb photographs people across the world 
and frenzied dance, from eager youth spent and 
gnarled old age was prepared Mr. Steichen for the 
Museum Modern Art photographic exhibition. 
The reproductions those pictures superbly handled 
and Carl Sandburg writes appreciative foreword. 
the price One Dollar for the edition bound ina 
colorful paper cover, well worth investment. For 
high school students and their elders this collection 
should help enormously prove the unity humanity, 
that all men everywhere are members the one Family 
Man. This one, though tardily, recommend. 


Davies, Robertson Leaven 
Scribner. July 11, 1955. 312p. $3.50. 


When announcement the engagement and 
proaching marriage Professor Solomon Bridgetower 
Pearl Veronica Vambrace, daughter Professor 
Walter Vambrace, appeared The Bellman, the 
leaven malice began stir and ferment the 
human dough the pleasant little Canadian city 
Salterton. Professor Vambrace feels that has been 
libelled and wishes redress which Gloster Ridley, editor 
The Bellman, does not feel necessary, since the 
announcement, obviously hoax, was handed 
paid advertisement. Who did that, however, was 
mystery and the evil ferment continued work, affect 
ing the lives many people many ways and 
the warning the Dean Salterton Cathedral the 
that malice “works like leaven; stirs and 
swells and changes all that surrounds it. you seek 
pin down lew, may well elude you. Who can 
separate the leaven from the lump when once has 
been mixed? But you learn know its smell, 
you may find very But those things which 
invades will never quite the same You 
will have the greatest difficulty isolating the leaven, 
once has set work.” 
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This leaven malice causes Gloster Ridley find his 
way out insecurity; Professor lose his 
head and alienate his daughter; causes Pearl and 
Solomon change their lives from family-dominated 
futility self-discovery and fulfillment. There are 
many characters this novel whose roles are well 
woven together into intensely interesting story and 
whom the author satirizes, compassionately but 
sharply, many aspects the modern scene. When 
the author the hoax found someone whom 
both Solomon and Gloster had offended, the entire 
piot works out conclusion. 
ground and some incidents are not entirely suitable for 
adolescent readers; but the story basically sound, ex- 
cellently written, and can highly recommended for 


adult reading. 
Shad Run 


Breslin, Howard 

Crowell. Oct. 10,1955. 276p. $3.50. 
Shad Run reads more like the script for technicolor 
movie than historical novel. Set the beautiful 
Hudson Valley near Poughkeepsie the colorful days 
preceding and during the convention that met decide 
whether New York State would adopt the Constitution, 
the author matches his talent for description against 
the many moods the lordly Hudson. The charac- 
ters, too, seem more like one sees the screen than 
book. There the strong, stubborn but under- 
standing father; large and earthy stepmother, wise 
the way women and men, but most all there 
the daughter, Lancey Quist, with touch quicksilver 
and dash fire who must learn the lessons love. 
So, have the suitors, Dirck Van Zandt, the dash- 
ing young patroon whom Lancey rescues from watery 
grave; dark and mysterious stranger, Justin Pattison, 
and dull-witted local product. After series 
elimination tests that include restrained episodes 
dalliance with the current favorite, rough and tumble 
brawl and pistol duel with musical accompaniment 
the artillery heaven, Lancey finds her own true 
ove. 


Shad Run pleasant reading for adults who like 
love story bye-gone days amidst some the most 
glorious scenery the world, the Hudson Valley. 
one the major motion picture studios ever decides 
glorify the East instead the West, they have the 
script ready made this novel.) 


William Schweder, 
Georgetewn University, 


Washington, 


Lorca, Frederico Garcia Poet New York 


Grove Press. 1955. 191p. $3.75. 

Logan, John Cycle for Mother Cabrini 

Press. 1955. 52p. $3.50. (Evergreen Edition 

Reavey, George The Colours Memory 
tove 1955. 60p. $3.50. (Evergreen Edition 


Brunini, John Gilland (Editor) 
Sealed Unto the Day 
Catholic Poetry Society America, Inc. 1955. 155p. 


Breslin Lorca Logan Reavey Brunini 


Poet New York collection poems the Anda- 
lusian poet who was killed the Spanish civil war 
the age thirty-seven. The Spanish originals are in- 
cluded with translation Ben Belitt that attempts 
re-create the poetic atmosphere the originals. 
There able introduction Lorca’s biographer, 
Angel del Rio, and invaluable appendix and chron- 
ology the manuscript. 


There are many Lorca’s; the troubadour, the folksinger, 
the gypsy, the musician, the dramatist—and Poet 
New York there another, the poet who could shout 
the “vomiting bring you bitter and 
living poetry lash your eyes open.” The poems are 
fertile and imaginative, complicated and sometimes 
private; surrealism may here but poetry. What 
feels what stranger tongue and temperament 
might feel the midst the depression, 1929-30, 
experienced mainly New York. does not 
analyze, does not describe, feels with “blood that 
looks long, through corner eye.” slashes 
out the emptiness sees still lashes out lyrically. 


Because Lorca Spain’s greatest modern poet, the ap- 
pearance, its first full complete Spanish text with 
English translation, poem known for over twenty 
years various stages incompleteness, import- 
ant contribution fuller understanding the poet 
and contemporary poetry. 

Most Catholic poets writing America today seem cut 
from the same cloth however they may differ tone, 
theme temperament. But only like 
Thomas Merton, Robert Lowell, John 
Frederick Nims, and now, John Logan, while from the 
same cloth, wear freer flowing garment, not 
merely for the choir but also for the marketplace. 
nation strain vision. These men are writing 
dead earnest. They are not competing with the 
time honored Catholic poets are sentimentally at- 
tached to—these men are competing with their con- 
temporaries the modern idiom aggressive equals. 
They are accepted merit secular America even 
more than the limitations any Catholic circle. 


add John Logan’s name, above, the basis 
single volume indicate the clear vigorous accent 
his first utterance. Unmistakably individual voice. 
Cycle for Mother Cabrini promise but also per- 
formance. concerned with the Saints human 
heroes the will and the battle Everyman between 
the human will and faith. Logan does not secularize 
but meditates and examines terms the flesh and 
with language has grown with. Though un- 
rhymed, the poems are lyrical and almost run nar- 
rative. writes with validity and vigor and de- 
finitely poet watch. 


George Reavey’s poetry interesting though not always 
understood. The language dynamic and symbolic 
but the meaning seems somewhat private and esoteric— 
least difficult reconcile with the jacket blurb’s 
explanation what means. think the poet con- 
centrates more than communicates. even think 
realizes when writes: 

Sometime and somewhere and somehow 

sleep somnambulant day, 

Fresh splendours shall burst into speech. 
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There personal voice and idiom and may 
poetry pitch which ear not trained 
fully respond, may merely private world 
can look and admire but never fully enter. 


Whatever quirk circumstance brought an- 
thology review, which appear, will not ques- 
tion. But thankful for luck. Most reviewers 
never get chance talk about book they know 
well have association with, even minor way. 


For the last twenty years (and three previous anthol- 
ogies five year intervals) Spirit has been encouraging 
through courteous and helpful criticism the cause 
Catholic poetry. Sealed Unto the Day choir 
many voices, individually varied tone and range, 
brought together collectivity that greater than 
any single voice poem. Poets maturity stand en- 
couragingly shoulder shoulder the “growing pains” 
youngsters still reaching—in much the same way 
they themselves were first helped Spirit stature 
and confidence through communal activity stimu- 
lated creative imagination. The poet’s voice his own 
but the combined effort and encouragement buoys him 
stability. 


Sealed Unto the Day more than anthology— 


Best 


turity and excellence individual poets who might 
not have continued, isolated, without becoming en. 
grown not much with Spirit through Spirit. 
many like myself have been nourished growth 
stature through community interest and effort 
plied the Catholic Poetry Society America and 
the critical testing ground Spirit. 

Realizing this even more wonderful see the 
range, the vision, the craftmanship and the variety that 
resulted with lessening critical standards 
poetic quality. Your favorite Catholic poet well 
the future Catholic poetry here. Both have 
native gifts for your intellectual enjoyment that are 
worthy your encouragement. 

Both, favorite and future, owe immense debt 


gratitude the editor, John Gilland Brunini. 
than any other individual responsible for the 


excellence that Catholic poetry has attained and for 
the direction will take. Like magnet has drawn 
out the best the poet’s but only you can give them 
the audience they deserve. 

James Gallagher, 

New York, New York 
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it’s time plan your CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
WHY NOT give Subscription BEST SELLERS? 
(Use the enclosed postage-paid card) 


take advantage our SPECIAL GIFT SUBSCRIPTION OFFER, (good 
only direct order addressed before December 15, 1955) 


Your own Renewal for One Year plus ONE GIFT $7.00; (or TWO GIFTS, without 


your renewal, for $7.50) 


Your own Renewal for One Year plus TWO GIFTS $10.00; (or THREE GIFTS, with- 


out your renewal, for $10.50) 


Your own Renewal for One Year plus THREE GIFTS $12.50; (or FOUR GIFTS, with- 


out your renewal, for $13.00) 


FIVE GIFT Subscriptions: $15.00 


(This offer good only, under above conditions, the 
continental United States and Canada) 
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